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       Congratulations to Pat Kinser for getting her OTCH 
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With a little bit of planning and forethought, you can enjoy the excitement of the Fourth of July and know that 
your animal companion is safe, sound, and enjoying a little peace and quiet," says Nancy Peterson, an 
issues specialist with The HSUS. 

To protect your pet on the Fourth of July, take these precautions: 

·  Resist the urge to take your pet to fireworks displ ays.   
·  Do not leave your pet in the car.  With only hot air to breathe inside a car, your pet can suffer 

serious health effects, even death, in a few short minutes. Partially opened windows do not provide 
sufficient air, but do provide an opportunity for your pet to be stolen.  

·  Keep your pets indoors at home in a sheltered, quie t area.  Some animals can become 
destructive when frightened, so be sure that you've removed any items that your pet could destroy 
or that would be harmful to your pet if chewed. Leave a television or radio playing at normal volume 
to keep him company while you're attending Fourth of July picnics, parades, and other celebrations.  

·  If you know that your pet is seriously distressed b y loud noises like thunder, consult with 
your veterinarian before July 4th  for ways to help alleviate the fear and anxiety he or she will 
experience during fireworks displays.  

·  Never leave pets outside unattended, even in a fenc ed yard or on a chain.  In their fear, pets 
who normally wouldn't leave the yard may escape and become lost, or become entangled in their 
chain, risking injury or death.  

·  Make sure your pets are wearing identification tags  so that if they do become lost, they can 
be returned promptly.  Animals found running at-large should be taken to the local animal shelter, 
where they will have the best chance of being reunited with their owners.  

·  If you plan to go away for the holiday weekend,  read our information on Caring for Pets When 
You Travel. 
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From the Prezzzz… 
 

I would like to start by saying how much we appreciate all of the cards and expression of sympathy on our loss of Leo. 
He was special and he will always live in our heart. Thank you for caring. On another sad note, please remember Aylo 
Reif’s family and friends during their time of sorrow. 
 
Steve Malone came through one more time with the program at the May’s General Meeting. The program was about 
how dogs are trained to retrieve ducks. It was very educational and if you missed it you missed a lot of good 
information. Thanks again, Steve. 
 
May concluded with our spring AKC 3 day Agility Trials that was well attended and executed. I would like to thank 
Nancy McLeod, Dorothy Kennedy and Sheila Ryan for all of their help putting in scores and helping answer the many 
questions during the trials. Like all events it requires lots of preparation and I could not have been prepared without 
Judy Mabry, Judy Spens and Nancy McLeod who so gracefully helped for an entire day with the paperwork. Other 
people that were responsible for the trails being a huge success were Chris Hatchett, Donna Key, Gwen Grandell and 
Bill Spens. Please remember that putting on a successful event requires the help of a great many volunteers. Without 
our volunteers TDTC would have to stop holding these functions. Remember, you do not have to have a great deal of 
experience because there is always someone willing and able to help you learn what needs to be done. Don’t wait to be 
asked, please volunteer. 

 
NOTE: Our Christmas party that was scheduled for the first Saturday in December has been changed. Why? Because 
it fell in the middle of our winter agility trials, therefore, it has been rescheduled for Saturday December 13th. Please 
mark your calendars now and plan on attending. 
 
Test week was the first week of June with Graduation on June 6th. Thank you, Glenda Poulos and her ladies for all of 
their hard work in making the Graduation hats and to Jeff  Noftsger for setting up the event. 
 
The next time you are at the building please take note of the newly planted Crepe Myrtles. They were planted by Jill 
Perry and Steve and Scott Malone. They did an excellent job and when you see one of them please thank them for 
their hard work in making our grounds look better. 
 
Janis Stuckert did a great job in heading up our UKC Fun Match on June 14th. Way to go Janis. 
 
On June 21st and 22nd our UKC Obedience Trials were held. Again another great success due to the efforts of Maureen 
Kelly, Jill Perry, and all of the volunteers. However, there is still a major problem in holding events at our building 
and that is the crates. There are still people that do not remove their crates. Remember if you don’t remove them 
someone else has to do double work. I am still looking for suggestions on how to solve this problem. 

 
INSTRUCTORs: Please read Mike DeLorey’s article in reference to Leslie Nelson of Tails, You Win seminar. Please 
mark your calendars and plan on attending and learn some new techniques. 
 
In the near future, I will be updating our plaque that has the names of our pets that have crossed the Rainbow Bridge. 
If you have lost a pet and would like to add their name, please let me know. The cost is $10.00. 
 
Last but not least, on July 12th, at our Annual Pic, we will be honoring people that have been a member of TDTC for 
15 years or longer with a cake and cards. They are: Carlos and Liz Tuttle, Betty Powers, Don and Sue Warner, Doris 
Layman, Sharon and Janet Cairns, Sara Jane Jednacz, Cathy Hall, Pat Kinser, Dorothy Kennedy, Mary Green, Myrtle 
Cheatwood, Connie Weaver, Ed Bechtel, Lee Blankenship, Leslie Cole, Malea Barber, Patti Emmons, Richard and 
Sondra Beeby, Jill Perry, Cathy Smith, Bill and Janis Stuckert, Marie Williams, Pamela Sue Hubbard, Ursula Ling, 
Sally Poindexter, Dan Fox, Larry Simpson, Jessica Guthrie, Bobbie Howell, Bill Simonton and Maureen Andrea. 
WOW, 36 individuals. Please plan on attending. There will be good comrade, food and fun and don’t forget the cake. 
 
Please contact me with any suggestions and/or concerns. I cannot promise that I can solve all of your concerns, but 
they will be addressed to the best of my ability. 
 

 



 
TDTC AKC AGILITY TRIALS, May 23-25, 2008 
  

Our AKC Agility trials at the Fairgrounds the end of May were a great success, 
and I want to thank all the volunteers from Tulsa as well as  from out of town, 
and even some of the spouses who pitched in at the last minute when needed.  
It takes a lot of people to make agility trials run smoothly, from loading up the 
equipment at the club and unloading it at the Fairgrounds, working the actual 
trials and finally to loading and unloading the truck back at the club.  It is a lot 
of work, and there were way too many people to list individually here, but you 
were all greatly appreciated, and I look forward to working with you again.   
  

Gwen Grandell 
 

To All Instructors: 
We are planning to have a seminar geared towards the Instructors. The tentative information is:  
Dates: Nov. 22 & 23. 
Lecturer: Leslie Nelson of Tails-U-Win, located in Connecticut. 
Cost: To Audit- Free to current TDTC instructors. 
         Working slot: $50 
You can use your certificates to pay for the working slot fee. 
I am in communication with Ms. Nelson and will have more info forth coming as to the number of working 
slots, subjects that will be covered i.e. obedience, puppies or agility. 
Ms. Nelson uses Positive training techniques. And was one of the keynote speakers at the Association of Pet 
Dog Trainers convention recently. 
I will have the certificates you have earned so far this year ready shortly and will put them in your files in 
the back room. 
I am also planning on having an instructors meeting in the near future. If you have any thing you would like 
to discuss/debate, please make a note. 
Mike DeLorey; Your Friendly Training Director     

Introducing . . . . . .  
 
                      Mom’s so proud of me (well 
both of us really) that I finally got my act 
together and finished my title. Thank you 
to all of my wonderful instructors, Pam 
Hubbard, Dan Fox, Cathy Hall, Melanie 
Seaman, Laura Morris, Bill Simonton,  
Charles Ree and Jill Perry for teaching 
mom (Mariann Duca) how to train me.  
Thank you also to the many others of you 
that have given us training advice along 
the way.                                                                                   
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The Pre-Agility class that Donna Key and I started the first of the year has proven to be 
very successful.  We are still learning ourselves and trying to teach what we learn to the 
students.  The number of handlers and dogs that we have each session is growing and we 
have expanded to a second class during the day.  These basic fundamentals of handling 
on the flat and proper jumping technique are really important.  I wish we had this class 
when Zoe and I started agility! 
  
Chris Hatchett and the Z-Divas 
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Don’t miss the picnic. July 12, 6pm. 
There is a signup sheet at the club OR 
you can reply to this email with your 
name and number of people coming with 
you. Please have the subject line say 
PICNIC. The main course and Cake will 
be provided. Everyone coming is asked 
to bring their favorite dish. This counts 
as a regular meeting. Hope to see you 
there.  
Steve Malone, program chair.   
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UKC Trial June 21 & 22, 2008 
 
Last weekend TAC hosted a UKC Obedience trial which afforded members and 
other UKC people a chance to show their dogs. As you know, UKC allows mixed 
breeds to show, and encourages everyone to have a “Total Dog”. 
 
I was particularly pleased that we had such  good turnout in Novice A. Sheila Ryan 
with Banjo, Mariann Duca with Sierra, Bill Spens with Cody & Warren Pagel with 
Murphy all titled dogs in this class….not an easy achievement. Emily Russell titled 
two dogs in Novice B, Layla & Aubrey, as well as taking High Scoring Junior in all 
three trials. Warren titled Sadie in Novice B, Linda Maxwell titled Dollie, and Linda 
Portiss titled Cher.  
 
My Strider finished his CDX, and several club members got CDX legs.  
 
High Scoring AMBOR went to Banjo in 1 trial, Sadie, in one and James Barlow’s 
Pepper in the third trial.. High Scoring Additional  title went to Strider in two trials 
and Wins in the third.  
 
Thanks to everyone who participated, Special thanks to Dovie and everyone who 
helped setup and tear down. I hope to see everyone at the UKC Agility trials in 
August. 
 
Maureen Kelly 
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AND              
THEY 
 WERE  
 IN MY  
CLASS! 
 SALLY 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Zoe and I finished the AKC Agility Nationals (here in Tulsa the last 
weekend in March) at number 33 or 34 in the 16" division 
(depending on which stats you read) with three clean runs!  I'm not 
sure that this 60 year old grandma and my first ever trained dog at 
almost 7 years old actually could have done any better than we did.  
It was great to have the Nationals here in Tulsa and I'm sure that 
contributed to our success.  It's incredible to me that we have come 
this far and are more than halfway to our third MACH in two years.  
She just keeps running better and better.  Of course, I'm not sure that 
some of that speed and endurance isn't due to little sister, Ziva.  She 
certainly keeps her running!  We are working with Ziva now on 
some control and if that ever happens, she should be able to give Zoe 
a run for her money!  She's very fast but still barks and herds so she 
is great entertainment!  We hope to get started here pretty soon with 
a Q or two but she is lots of fun anyway. Chris Hatchett 
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LABRADOR RETRIEVERS 
 A list of DON’TS if you are looking for a Labrador retriever: 
 
Health Issues With Labrador Retrievers: This dog will be your responsibility for 10-15 years. 
 
Labs shed constantly, 365 days a year due to their double coats. Be prepared to groom and broom every day. 
 
Allergies and thyroid problems are common and can be controlled medically. 
 
Specific problems which affect labs are Obesity. Hip Displasia, Panostesis   ( bones growing too fast) Elbow 
Displasia, Osteochondrosis (dog joint  arthritis), Progressive Retinal Apathy (Premature Blindness) and Cataracts and 
Epilepsy. There is DNA tests which should be run to see if the litter you choose carries the gene for PRA. Hearts 
should also be tested. 
 
Very active dogs are also prone to tendon and ACL tears, as well as exercise Induced Collapse. 
 
Now the DO’S 
 
No ball will ever be safe from a lab. They will play & retrieve forever. 
 
They make great service & therapy dogs. 
 
They are good rally & obedience dogs (the current NOC is a lab). They are good agility dogs. They are good tracking 
dogs. They are good hunting dogs. 
 
Most of all, they are loving, caring, wonderful family dogs.  
 
All labs need obedience training. Like other sporting dogs, they need a job. Neglect them and they will find trouble. 
Partner with one, and it’s a great feeling. 
 
Labs live to a ripe old age. My Wins is now 14 and still going strong. Black, Yellow or Chocolate, the choice is yours. 
 
Maureen Kelly 

  

 
 
Oklahoma Trials                For more information on trials go to:  TDTC Events www.tulsadogs.com  

 
 AKC Trials  

www.akc.org - This, 
website has an “Events and 
Awards” section that allows 

you to search for all 
obedience, rally and agility 
trials in whatever states you 

select. 
 

                  UKC Trials 
www.ukcdogs.com – Go 

to “Dog Events”, then 
“Upcoming Events”              

and you can search by 
month or by state for 

upcoming trials. 
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The May meeting had a program of how to train your dog to be a duck dog. Two hunting trial enthusiast Bo 
& Terri, put on a very informative demonstration. 
 
 

       
 

                                            
 

 



THEN THE REAL BUSINESS STARTED! 

        
 
Puppy Kindergarten 

            
A recent pup graduation at TDTC 
 

Pam Hubbard’s class had this to say:  
What did you like least about the training? TO SHORT! Time went to fast. NOTHING. It was ALL good. 
Nothing we loved it.  
What did you like most? It was fun for Miles. Overall training and socialization. Basic training and 
socialization. Instructor’s knowledge level & ability to teach. The agility. Watching my pup gain more & 
more knowledge. The instructor. Socializing w/other dogs & handlers. The fun motivational instructor. 
The instructor’s knowledge and that we did so much during class. Interaction with other pups. 
What was most difficult? Stay. Stand. Stand & stay. Stand for exam. Down. Potty training and down. 
Jumping. Everything.  

                                             
 

  and they call it puppy love 

 



Storm Anxiety in Pets 
It is very common for dogs to be scared of storms. Some cases of thunderstorm phobia are very severe 
with panicked pets displaying very destructive behaviors from chewing furniture to breaking windows and 
screened doors. Even though this type of phobia is a very common behavioral problem for pets, the exact 
cause of the phobia in dogs is not completely understood at this time. There are several aspects of the 
storm that may cause the anxiety such as the sound of thunder, flashes of light (lightening), rain hitting the 
pet’s home or environment, wind blowing in trees and around the pet’s environment. In some cases of 
storm phobia, pets will start showing signs of anxiety actually before the storm hits; some veterinary 
behaviorists think the behavior could be stimulated by the electrical charge in the air or even the drop in 
barometric pressure that can occur prior to a storm. 
It has been reported in the scientific literature that some breeds of dogs like the herding dog breeds such as 
collies, German shepherds, beagles and basset hounds may be more likely to suffer with storm phobia. 
There is also a higher incidence of storm phobia behavior in dogs adopted from animal shelters or rescue 
operations. It has been suggested that rescue or shelter animals are more likely to have had frightening 
experiences in their lives. These animals may not be as well socialized therefore more likely to suffer with 
anxiety related behavior issues such as storm phobia. 
There are several steps you can take to help your pet conquer their fear of storms. It is important to consult 
your veterinarian as to which steps are best for your pet’s situation. In some cases you may be able to 
gradually retrain your pet not to be afraid of storms by a behavior modification technique called 
desensitization. This technique exposes your pet to stimuli similar to a storm such as a recording of a 
thunderstorm (volume should be soft so that the exposure is moderate and controlled) and you would 
reward the pet with treats and positive attention if they remain calm. You would gradually increase the 
loudness or strength of the stimuli as the therapy progresses only giving positive rewards to your pet for 
quiet peaceful behavior. You should administer this type of behavior modification under the supervision 
of a veterinarian since this type of behavior treatment if administered improperly could intensify the 
phobia.  
If the behavior modification isn’t the treatment of choice or successful, your veterinarian may prescribe 
medications that can help relax and calm your dog during a storm. Regardless of the treatment approach 
you veterinarian prescribes for your pet, it is important to provide a safe place for a storm phobic pet to 
seek refuge when a storm occurs. Be sure that the pet has access to this safe refuge at all times especially 
when you are not home. The refuge should be a warm, comfortable place that is easy to enter. 
It is important to provide a quiet soothing environment for the storm phobic pet. Your shouldn’t give your 
pet extra attention for being scared of a storm because he might associate a reward with his scared 
behavior. Rather, handle the pet in a quiet soothing way and provide a place he can feel secure.  
Taken from O.S.U. Center of Veterinary Health Sciences Companion Animal Newsletter 
 

Pet Care Seminar 
The Oklahoma State University, College of Veterinary Medicine Pet Care Seminar Series will continue on 
the 1st Tuesday of each month, starting in September at 7p.m. at Oklahoma State University, Mc Elroy 
Hall. Speakers for the fall semester include: 
Dr. Paul DeMars – September 2, 2008 – Anxiety and Phobias 
Dr. Nicole Ponzio – October 7, 2008 – Cardiology 
Dr. Connie Ketz-Riley – November 4, 2008 – Health Care of Pocket Pets (guinea pigs, hamsters, gerbils) 
Seminars are free and open to the public.  
 
 

Mark your calendars now to help with Paws in the Park 
Oct 18th. 9-12 at River Walk Crossing. 

 

 



 

10 Ways You Can Help Fight Puppy Mills  

1. Do Not Buy Your Puppy From a Pet Store   
That puppy who charmed you through the pet shop window has most likely come from a large-scale, substandard commercial 
breeding facility, commonly known as a puppy mill. In these facilities, parent dogs are caged and bred as often as possible, and give 
birth to puppies who could have costly medical problems you might not become aware of until after you bring your new pet home.�

2. Make Adoption Your First Option   
If you’re looking to make a puppy part of your family, check your local shelters first. Not only will you be saving a life, but you will 
ensure that your money is not going to support a puppy mill. There are many dogs waiting for homes in shelters all across the 
country� and an estimated one in four is a purebred! Your second option is breed rescue. If your heart is set on a specific breed you 
haven’t been able to find in a shelter, you can do an Internet search for a breed-specific rescue organization.  

3. Know How to Recognize a Responsible Breeder   
If you’ve exhausted your options for adopting and are choosing to buy from a breeder, remember that responsible breeders have their 
dogs’ interests in mind. They are not simply interested in making a sale, but in placing their pups in good homes. A responsible 
breeder should screen you as thoroughly as you screen them! Read the ASPCA’s responsible breeding statement to find out more 
about how a responsible breeder behaves.  

4. See Where Your Puppy Was Born and Bred   
One sign that you are speaking to an unscrupulous breeder is that they will not let you see the facility in which your puppy was born. 
Always ask to see the breeding premises and to meet both parents (or at least the mother) of the puppy you want to take home. You 
should also ask for an adoption contract that explains� in terms you understand� the breeder’s responsibilities, health guarantee and 
return policy.  

5. Internet Buyers, Beware!   
Buying a puppy from the Internet is as risky as buying from a pet store. If you buy a puppy based on a picture and a phone call, you 
have no way of seeing the puppy’s breeding premises or meeting his parents. And those who sell animals on the Internet are not held 
to the Animal Welfare Act regulations� and so are not inspected by the USDA.  

6. Share Your Puppy Mill Story with the ASPCA   
If you have—or think you have—purchased a puppy-mill puppy, please tell us your story. Every bit of evidence gives us more power to 
get legislation passed that will ban puppy mills.  

7. Speak Out!   
Inform your state and federal legislators that you are disturbed by the inhumane treatment of dogs in puppy mills, and would like to see 
legislation passed that ensures that all animals bred to be pets are raised in healthy conditions. You can keep up-to-date about current 
legislation to ban puppy mills by joining the ASPCA Advocacy Brigade.   

8. Tell Your Friends   
If someone you know is planning on buying a puppy, please direct them to our puppy mill information at ASPCA.org. Let them know 
that there are perfectly healthy dogs in shelters waiting to be adopted.  

9. Think Globally  
Have a webpage, a MySpace page or a blog? Use these powerful tools to inform people about puppy mill cruelty by adding a link to 
our puppy mill information at ASPCA.org.  

10. Act Locally!  
When people are looking to buy or adopt a pet, they will often ask the advice of their veterinarian, groomer or 
pet supply store. Download and print our flyers and ask to leave them in the offices of your local practitioners 
 
Submitted by Gwen Grandell from ASPCA website 
 

 
 
 



Crate Policy  
During the 2007 trials UKC / AKC agility or obedience a policy was implemented to have ALL crates 
removed from the building; unless you are showing.  If you do not remove your crate it will be placed in 
the north yard. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to move it back into the building. The trials are posted on 
the TDTC website www.tulsadogs.com  and on the 1st page of each Paw Prints. Please consider this 
YOUR notice to remove YOUR crate before trials. Otherwise you will find it outside.  
As noted on the 1st page the NEXT TRIAL WILL BE AUGUST 2 & 3.  
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Tulsa Dog Training Club 
 
  6307 S. 107th E. Ave. 
 
   Tulsa, Ok. 74133 
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