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TDTC Events – Summer 2009

Saturday July 11 TDTC Picnic – 6:30 PM

Saturday August 1 UKC Agility Trial – 8:00 AM

Sunday August 2 UKC Agility Trial - 8:30 AM

Friday August 14 Board Meeting – 7:00 PM

Saturday August 22 Kim Terrill Agility Seminar

Sunday August 23 Kim Terrill Agility Seminar

Sunday August 23 Summer Session Test

Week Begins

Friday August 28 Summer Session Graduation

Saturday August 29 Canine Good Citizen Test

TDTC Picnic

Saturday, July 11 6:30 PM

Paw Prints is sent via email unless otherwise requested. If you are having problems receiving Paw Prints contact
tulsadogs@gmail.com or call Sandy Van De Verg at 918.338.8982 between the hours of 10 am and 10 pm. If you
change your email address please send the new address to tulsadogs@gmail.com



From the Prezzzz…

If you missed the May meeting you missed a very informative talk given by Dr. Smith on the
treatments of dogs’ knee problems. This came at a very interesting time since I am having my
dog’s knees repaired. I know that Jackie has plans for our Annual Picnic on 7/11. A sign-up
sheet will be at the building soon.

It is hard to believe but we have completed another 10 week session. Graduation and our Canine
Good Citizen test was a great success. Way to go members that participated!!!!

All of this could not be accomplished without our instructors. Contrary to a lot of member beliefs
it is our instructors who pay the bills. If you are interested in apprenticing in a class please
contact Stacy.

Our three day AKC Agility Trials were held with great success. The Club can boast that 8
MACHs were earned during the three days. But the most important one was earned by Donna
Key and Eddy. This team has worked very hard and it is well deserved. Congratulations Donna
and Eddy.

On June 20th and 21st our three UKC Obedience trials was held. Fun was had by all and TDTC
can again brag because a lot of our members started and/or completed titles this weekend. For
fear of forgetting someone, I will just say Congratulations to those members. Thanks to all that
volunteered. However I hate to report there was some disturbance at the building this weekend.
There were 3 or 4 crates that were looking for their owners. I heard that they are planning on
putting out an APB for their owners the next time they are not claimed during a trial. After
meetings and some negotiations, I have agreed to publish the owners’ names the next time that
an event occurs and their crates are not taken care of.

Our summer session (WOW summer already) started the week of June22nd. Boy, time is flying.

Please mark your calendar and join us at the Annual Picnic on July 11th. I hear things are
going to happen. We are planning on a Silent Auction. Please bring your dog related things and
see if your junk can be another person’s treasure.

Upcoming will be our UKC Agility Trials on August 1st and 2nd. Volunteers are needed, please
sign up to help. REMEMBER if you are not entered please remove your crates by July 31st or
you name will appear in the next Paw Prints.

Richard Beeby, Director of Agility, has scheduled an Agility Seminar for August 22nd and 23rd.
Kim Terrill from New Mexico will be giving the seminar. Kim has been training dogs for over
15 years, excelling in obedience and agility. She has accomplished obedience and agility titles on
several different dogs to include MACh, ADCh, HIT, OTCh, Ch. As you can see she is a very
well rounded instructor and I personnel am looking forward to attending her seminar. The cost
will be:



Audit Working

TDTC Instructors Free $50

TDTC Members: $50 $100

Non-members $100 $150

Lunch will be included in the cost of the seminar. Instructors: Remember your certificates!!
Look for the flyer.

I am still getting reports that people are not cleaning up after their dogs, the building being left
open and equipment is not being put up. Please help me by cleaning up, making sure the building
is secure and equipment is being put up.

Test week will start the week of August 23rd with graduation on August 28th and another CGC on
August 29th.

Please contact me with any suggestions and/or concerns.



TDTC Summer Picnic!!

TDTC’s annual summer picnic will be held July 11th starting at 6:30 PM. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, July 8th. There are signup sheets at the TDTC building or you can email Jackie Judd
at jjudd898@aol.com

There will be food and games and a herding demonstration. Come try your skill as a “dog and
handler” team (made up of two people) who will try to herd the ducks through a short course.
There will be prizes! We will also have a silent auction; so dig out all the stuff that could
become someone else’s treasure.

Meat will be provided. Check the signup sheet to see what kind of dish you need to bring to
share.

From the Training Director
As we start another session, I’d like to say thank you to all of the instructors who volunteer their time so
generously. Without you, we literally wouldn’t be the same club. You are the foundation of TDTC, and
even though it may not always seem like it- you ARE appreciated. I also want to say thanks for all the
positive feedback and support I’ve received from our members thus far.

I am happy to say that many of our instructors took the time to fill out the instructor’s surveys. The
training committee has been reviewing them, but if you haven’t yet completed one, it’s not too late. The
recent instructors’ meeting was an opportunity to share opinions, but it’s impossible for everyone to
attend any meeting. The survey is my attempt to give every instructor the chance to offer his or her
perspective. Please take the few minutes to do so.

A personal goal I’ve set is to get class assistants or co-instructors in each of our Beginners classes. If
you’ve been in, or even just observed our classes that consistently have multiple teachers, you can’t argue



with the success of having an extra set of eyes, ears and hands. In our lower level classes in particular,
having helpers allows one-on-one with difficult dogs, allows classes to be “split-up” when working on the
more time consuming exercises, and just lightens the load. That being said, I recognize there are a variety
of training and teaching “styles” within the club. The intended outcome will best be achieved by pairing
people who work well together and share a similar training approach. That’s why I am asking instructors
to propose names of individuals they’d like to work with. If you have an interest in becoming an assistant,
or apprenticing to teach your own class, please contact me.

Along those lines, it has been brought to my attention that the Board previously approved a few “perks”
for our apprentice instructors and class assistants. To my knowledge they have not yet been implemented,
so here we go. Apprentices are to receive $20 off of their enrollment (so half the member price) for a
class the following session. Assistants will receive a $10 credit good for use at the club. This could be
for enrollment, purchases in leads and collars, etc. If you have helped or apprenticed in 2009, please
contact me, so I can get you your certificates.

I hate to be a “Negative Nancy” but I should mention some issues with enrollment. Several people have
apparently been advised to just “show-up” and they’ll be let into “so-and-so’s” class. This is not true!
There are limits on class size for a reason and our enrollment volunteers are expected to enforce them.
Please refer students to the chairperson(s) for any questions about the availability of classes. We need to
respect “the system” and go through the appropriate channels. Please don’t promise your students, family,
or friends that they can enroll in “such and such.” That class may be full by the time the student contacts
our volunteers or submits their forms. Please do your best to be very clear with people when providing
information about enrollment, and explain to them that they should not expect to be in a certain class until
they have properly submitted their forms and payment, and received confirmation. Likewise, there is a
system of pre-requisites that should be followed. Puppies are eligible for Beginners only, and must be old
enough. Dogs applying for Novice I must pass a Beginners test. Dogs entering an Agility class must pass
a Novice II test. Enrollment is a difficult job; and we need to all do our part to help, not hinder the efforts
of our volunteers.

One last little suggestion I’d like to throw out for our instructors is nametags. I know, you all groan at the
thought. But wearing them does create a “friendlier” environment for our students and new members.
Years ago, the training director purchased nametags for all of the instructors. I’ll be honest; I rarely
remember to wear mine. But this session, I plan to try harder to do so. If you can still find yours, please
try to as well. It’s frankly pitiful that students in the 7th week can go to a make-up class, and be asked their
“regular” instructor’s name, and they don’t know! Wearing a nametag is a little thing that we can do to
create a better experience for our students, and maybe get to know a few more members in the process. If
you don’t have one, let me know. I am looking into ordering some more.

Sorry I was so long-winded this month! I’ll try to do better next time.

Stacy Kennedy

withrow_sd@hotmail.com

cell# 852-3614 (leave a message)



AKC AGILITY TRIAL

May AKC Agility

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the following people for all of their help/assistance before,
during and after the three day Agility trials:

Before: Judy and Bill Spens; Nancy McLeod and Judy Mabry

During: Leslie Conrad; Charles and Dianne Ree; Barbara Jeleski, Nancy McLeod; Jane Tyson and Todd
Johnson. You guys were the best and deserved all of those M&M peanuts.

After: My husband, Dale Ryan

Dovie

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the AKC Agility Trial the last weekend in May! We
could not hold such a large trial and do it so well without every one of you. Some of the people (and not
all, I am sure) I would like to mention include: Dovie Ryan, whom I am sure did not expect close to 1800
runs; Bill Spens, who did everything to have the equipment in shape and placed correctly....and still run
his dog; there are so many who worked so hard and you know who you are....Gwen, Donna, Jeri, Paul,
Lee, Maureen, Judy, Tracy, Janis, Todd, Lorrie, Gisella, Mariann, and at least 20 others that worked and
worked to make everything run so smoothly. I truly salute you for running one of the largest and
smoothest trials in the Midwest! I would also like to thank two non-members who were two of four guys
loading equipment on the truck at the club the day before the trial, Georgia Dworshak's husband and my
husband, Rod. We might still be loading if it wasn't for them! Although we learn from every trial,
something new that we can improve upon, we are getting very close to doing most everything right! I'm
very proud of the trial that we put on and the people who work it. Thanks again. Til this
December......Chris

Oh, I forgot to mention that we gave out seven MACH titles at this trial......two at exactly the same time
in different rings.....and one to a member, Donna Key. I'm already busy getting new ones made to give
out in December. Congrats to all.

Chris Hatchett and the Z-Divas Shelties

I want to thank all of you who volunteered and/or helped at the trial in any way. We had a lot of
volunteers and many of them did not even belong to TDTC but they were there to help when we
needed them. I also want to thank the young girls who gave up most of their weekend to help at
the trial.

Gwen Grandell, Chief Agility Ring Steward



UKC OBEDIENCE TRIAL

June UKC Obedience Trials Set-up and Clean-up

I would like to acknowledge the following people for volunteering to Set-up before and/or
Clean-up after the UKC Obedience Trials held on 6/20/09 and 6/21/09:

Don Warner, Sue Warner, Betty Haws, Cathy Hall, Pat Kinser, Bill & Judy Spens, Gwen
Grandell, Jeri Hajek, Jill Perry, Sandie Wyman, Barbara Jeleski, Romona Stanfield, Gisella
Klindera, Moira Lawson, A.M. Butcher, Emily Russell, Lorrie Russ, Laura Morris, Marianne
Duca, Scott Malone, Charles & Dianne Ree, Haley and Maureen Kelly.

Please accept my THANKS for jobs well done and I look forward to working with each of you
again.

Dovie

Our UKC Obedience Trial was held on June 20 and 21. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who volunteered and worked the rings during the trial. Dianne Ree, Gwen
Grandell, Charles Ree, Jill Perry, Gisella Klindera, Sherry Hemphill, Sandy Van De Verg, Beth
Shiever, Dorothy Kennedy, Warren Pagel, Phil Bruno, Kathy Gray, Barbara Jeleski, Pat Kinser,
Scott Malone, Butch Butcher, Sandie Wyman, Don Warner, Sue Warner, Maureen Kelly, Dovie
Ryan, Bill Spens and Hayley.

The above mention people readily volunteer to work the obedience trials. They work with
enthusiasm and make showing in our obedience rings a pleasure to the judge and those who are
showing. Every volunteer who works makes coming to a TAC or a TDTC obedience trial a
wonderful experience for all those showing. Without these volunteers our trials would not go as
smoothly as they do. Thank you for your time and willingness to volunteer.

Lorrie Russ, Obedience Chief Ring Steward



MACH EDDIE BELFOUR MXF

On Feb 3-4, 2006, Eddie and I ran in our first AKC agility trial in the Ford Truck Arena, at the
TDTC winter agility trial. He won his first two qualifying legs in AKC Novice agility.

Three years, three months, 26 days later, on Friday, May 29th, 2009, in the Ford Truck Arena, at
the TDTC spring agility trial, Eddie ran a flawless Excellent B JWW run to achieve his Master
Agility Champion (MACH) title. I can’t think of a more poetic end to what has been a “once in a
lifetime” journey for a 58 years old granny with a patched up heart, and her 6 ½ year old “heart
dog”.

So, he is now a triple agility champion, having achieved Agility Championship titles in three
agility venues, AKC (MACH), NADAC (NATCH and Versatility NATCH) , UKC (UACH-X).

When Eddie and I started “playing agility” five years ago, I never dreamed we would achieve
this level of success. But then, I had a lot of help along the way. I have to give special thanks
Chris, who endured the endless hours of travel, fast food, and bad hotel mattresses right along
with me. To Joan Meyer, who give me the solutions to the many “issues” he and I both
developed along the way. And a big thanks to those special friends and students at TDTC who
supported and encouraged Eddie and me throughout our journey. There are too many to name,
but you all know who you are!

Donna Key and Eddie ‘the rat’



Kanali
Kanali and I have had a fun and busy year so far! At our AKC Agility Trial in May, she had
three first place runs and earned her Novice Standard Preferred title. This past weekend, Kanali
had three qualifying scores and completed her UCD. Now we're looking forward to the
upcoming UKC Agility Trials.
Jeri Hajek

Gunner and Khan
Khan managed to get 1 leg out of three at our recent TAC UKC Obedience trial. He went on to
receive 3 RAE legs at the OKC Summer Classic. Little brother, Gunner, has decided he prefers
the trial ring to the practice ring and added 4 legs to his Rally Novice Title in OKC.
Sandy Van De Verg

Cruise
Emily Russell and I took Cruise, my five month old Golden Retriever puppy to the Oklahoma
City Fun Match to show him in puppy conformation. This was Cruise’s first match. He won
best male Golden Retriever, Best of Breed and Best Sporting Class, with Emily handling
him!
Kenda Skaggs

Layla and Aubrie

Summer’s here and we are once again working on titles. At the end of May, I decided to enter
the girls in our first ever AKC agility trials. Aubrie picked up an NJP leg with a 2nd place once
she decided to make course time. Layla was my speed demon and took one too many wrong
courses on several runs!!! Then, I was the one to make the mistake Sunday when I led her onto a
dogwalk instead of the teeter. (I even called it “teeter” *blushing *). Layla did manage a great
Jumpers run and picked up her first NAJ leg with a 2nd place. Now, if only I could learn to talk
and think faster, at the same time!

A first trip to the Oklahoma City Summer Classic Cluster proved to be successful.
Thursday, Aubrie finished her RE with a 97. Much to my surprise, we placed 2nd in Rally
Excellent B! Layla would have her CDX, but she decided the Golden Retriever in Utility was
much more interesting than a motionless piece of plastic on smelly carpet. Layla had a 196.5 in
Open A on Thursday before she spotted a friend in the other ring! Layla redeemed herself over



the weekend, picking up 2 CDX legs on Saturday and Sunday and placing 4th in her class on
Sunday. I couldn’t be more proud of my girl who I seriously considered pulling. Junior
showmanship turned out to be a lot of fun as well. I got 2 first places (I’m not supposed to say I
was the only one in my class!). Layla is having fun being a show dog and we are making
progress every time we show. Besides our little adventures with the motel staff and hauling
enough junk into the show to cause a back injury, I would call the weekend a success!

Emily Russell and the Golden Girls:

U-CD Jade’s Miss Aubrie CD RE, CGC, 1 leg NJP (“Aubrie”)

U-CDX U-AGI Emilys Mme Layla Could Be Blue CD, CGC, 2 legs U-AGII, 2 legs CDX, 1 leg
NAJ (“Layla”)

MAX

After not being in the obedience ring since getting Max's CDX and U-CDX, I showed Max this
past weekend in Graduate Open and Utility. Since Max didn't even have a go-out two weeks
ago, I was using the time as ring experience for both of us and expected not to qualify in
anything. If you set your sights low, you can only be pleasantly surprised! Max qualified all
three days in Graduate Open, earning three first place ribbons and a title. He scored a 190 1/2,
189 and 194 1/2. On our first day in Utility, Max blew both his down signal and leather article.
He touched the correct article with his mouth and just stood there looking at me with a confused
stare. His score minus the NQ's was a 186. On day two, he completed all exercises but once
again chose the correct leather article and stood above it staring at me. His score minus the NQ
was a 190. At the advice of Judge Oxendale, I took him somewhere busy that night to practice
articles. I laid them out by the pool, where a lot of drunken bikers were hanging out -- for those
who didn't go to OKC, it was the Harley parade and was quite wild. It was tough for Max to
ignore the bikers and work the pile but he finally managed. On our third and glorious day, he
completed all of the exercises and was the only qualifying dog with a score of 181 1/2 and a first
place for his first leg. The funny thing is that our judge gave me a leather 5 and metal 3 article. I
hadn't noticed that they were numbered differently when they were sitting together on the chair.
I get extremely nervous in the ring and can barely think. I sent him first to get leather since it is

what he was having trouble with. I kept telling myself leather 5 and was pleased to see that he
brought back leather 5. This judge also didn't tell me where in the pile she placed my article --
all of the other judges did and also used matched article sets. When I turned around to lay the
leather 5 down and pick up the metal article, I noticed that it was metal 3. I was convinced we
flunked and completed the rest of the exercises knowing we had failed. When we finished the
exercises the audience was clapping but I thought they were being kind. The judge said
congratulations but I thought she meant because he did well except for the articles. I had no idea
we had qualified! Cathy Hall and Dave Gannon both came over and hugged me but I told them
both that I had failed the articles. Dave told me that this judge is one of the few who does use
mismatched articles. I was shocked when the judge called me back in the ring to present us with
our ribbons! You can't see the tears in my eyes in this picture but they were there! It was a great
weekend!!



I was asked by a classmate if I thought it was easy. No, it was not easy at all, it took a lot of
practice and patience but it sure was worth it!!

Kenda Skaggs and Max

The following article was originally published in the March and May 2008 PawPrints. Reprinted
in this issue by popular request.

The History Of Modern Dog Training
By Adam C. Stone
From Yank & Jerk, To Spiritual Healing. Discover why dog trainers have evolved from punishment
oriented 'controllers' to well meaning 'naturalists'.
The topic. . . puppy training; what could be less controversial than the topic of training your
puppy? I know: the movement of a butterfly's wings. Oh, wait a minute, there are probably two
entomologists fighting over that topic right now. Puppy training is a vast topic that has had the world of
puppy trainers feuding for years. Some trainers believe that puppies are pack animals, descendants of
wolves that need to be trained with a rigid adherence to pack social structure. Famous trainers like Carole
Lee Benjamin, Job Michael Evans and Caesar Milan use terms like "alpha", "leader", and" domination",
to help puppy owners better control their puppies. Then, on the other end of the spectrum we have equally
famous trainers like Ian Dunbar, Karen Prior and Jean Donaldson who use a much more academic
approach. Although these trainers respect the fact that puppies are social animals, descendants of a now
extinct variety of wolf, they do not hold the 'humans must dominate their dogs' views. Rather, they
focus on ways to motivate dogs with fun, food, and toys. There are also a great many puppy trainers who
share the 'anything goes' point of view. These trainers believe that all dogs are different and therefore call
for a vast number of training methods. On one hand these puppy trainers will advise you to reward your
dog with love and fun, but when that does not work they are quick to break out more hard-hitting dog
training devices such as shock and prong collars.
This brings us to the million dollar question. . .



Is There A Right Or Wrong Way To Train A Dog? To some degree we all recognize that beauty is in
the eye of the beholder. I just so happen to think that Janet Jackson is the most beautiful woman alive.
One of my best friends strongly disagrees and admires the look of any tattooed "babe" that he sees. I like
smooth brown skin; he likes barbells in the nose. Interestingly, our views on dogs are equally different.
He likes dogs that look like his women. He owns a Rottweiler and a Bulldog. I guess I also like dogs that
look like my women; I own a Greyhound. If we follow this topic further down the road, we soon discover
that almost everything we have in our lives has to do with what we have in our heads. We create our own
reality by pulling together whatever dream bits we can afford to gather. Your car, your home, your
husband, and even your dog are reflections of you. Consider the breed that you purchased. Why did you
purchase it? Because you like the way it looks. Now consider the way it behaves? Why does it behave
that way? - because your belief systems, when imposed on a dog, create the caliber of canine behavior
with which you are living.
Our Dogs Mirror Our Own Beliefs
Jean Donaldson, a well-known dog trainer and author of The Culture Clash, writes in her book that she
has never met a dog that possesses a desire to please. Since she believes that she has never met such a
dog, she resorts to training methods that lure and reward dogs with food treats. She believes that the
strongest motivation for most dogs is food, so it follows that she goes to great pains to teach people how
to use treats to modify canine behavior. Here again, because she believes that dogs have little or no desire
to please, she has not been in contact with a dog that wants to please her. Her expectations create the
reality that she experiences.
An acquaintance of mine owns a Borzoi that refuses to come when it is called. She believes that it is
because her dog loves to run and play and that he cannot help himself. Because she believes that the dog
cannot help himself, it follows that she will do little to alter the behavior. The end result: she owns a dog
that will not respond when it is asked to "come". Another acquaintance of mine has an uncanny reputation
for teaching even the most wayward dog to come when called. When asked to reveal the secret to her
success, she calmly explains, "I know that dogs can come when called, and so they do." In her mind there
is no excuse for a dog not responding to the word "come". Consequently, she continues to work with a
dog until she gets an end result that matches her belief system.
As Human Perceptions Evolve, Our Dogs Evolve As Well.
The evolution of dog training has everything to do with the evolution of human perception. One hundred
years ago most white people living in the U.S.A. could hardly perceive that black people had the same
potential as whites. And in much the same way that perceptual evolution creates commonality in people,
it also bridges the gap between humans and animals.
Author Jeffrey Masson writes about the emotional lives of animals in his best selling book When
Elephants Weep. In this controversial book, Masson explores the perceptual evolution between people
and animals. He argues that while scientists continue to deny that animals 'feel' as humans do, a forever
growing body of research is pointing us to a great truth: animals do feel and they have rich emotional
lives.
Identify Your Own Beliefs Before You Train Your Dog.
Few dog-training authorities will ask you to identify your own perceptions and beliefs before you
consider what training method will work best for you. However, getting to know your own feelings on the
subject may be the best thing you can do for your puppy. It is a great mistake to believe that any single
trainer is right or wrong. Most expert trainers can rationalize their chosen methods with astonishing
appeal. They can do this because when they try to validate their dog training methods they are also
validating their own perceptual level. The problem with adopting a training method before
you consider your own perceptions is that you may fall into a training style that does not match the stage
of understanding you are in. Should this become the case, you will begin to train your dog in a
mechanical fashion, following instructions without truly relating to them.
Dog and puppy training should be like music to your ears. When you hear a tune that you do not like,
for whatever reason, you turn it off and tune into something to which you can relate. Choosing a dog or
puppy training program should be the same. Surprisingly, a high percentage of dog owners do not listen



to their inner voices and become involved with dog training programs that do not jibe well with their
innermost feelings. Respected psychotherapist Cindy Stone writes about how she transformed an
aggressive street mutt, Harry, into a trustworthy companion dog in her best selling book The Incidental
Guru. In this wonderful book Cindy details how her perceptions of Harry were enhanced with the help of
an eccentric dog trainer. What makes this book special is that Cindy talks about the damaging effects of
using training methods that did not fit her own personal and spiritual beliefs. It was only when she
discovered a training method that validated her own gentle views that she was able to almost completely
transform Harry from a biting dog, into a trustworthy pet. Our experience working with dog and puppy
owners has lead us to believe that there are four distinct areas of development into which dog owners fit.
We call each stage of development a 'mind set' because it can be difficult to change your basic beliefs and
adapt to training methods that are contrary to those beliefs.
Mindset One - The Controllers
This mindset is experienced by people who believe that dogs are outdoor pets who should only be kept so
long as they have a purposeful job. Although these people care very much for their dogs, their ability to
love their animals is different from their ability to love people. Controllers make no connection between
dogs and children, and possess an uncanny ability to divorce themselves from feelings of sympathy for
dogs. This is not to suggest that controllers are inherently cruel; they are not. They provide their dogs
with food, shelter, water and companionship, but feel no need to spoil or indulge the
dog with any of these. Controllers often have very well behaved dogs for two reasons: 1) their pets are
never given the freedom to develop behavior problems in the first place, and 2) when their dogs do
develop problems they are quickly put to death and a new dog is obtained. Dog training practitioners in
this mindset often resort to harsh physical discipline to discourage unwanted dog behavior. They want
their dogs to be obedient no matter what, and will not shy away from severe forms of physical
punishment as a means to achieve their goals. The most popular Controller is William Koehler, well
known for his "Koehler Method" of dog training. Koehler's training methods were used by Walt Disney
Studios for more than 20 years. Among the films his dogs appeared in were "The Shaggy Dog," "Big
Red," and "The Incredible Journey." Born in 1911 William Koehler was raised during a period in which
corporal punishment was a common aspect of life for children and dogs. He grew up to become a military
man and father. There can be no doubt that William trained his dogs with an iron fist, and during a time
when few people had even heard of dog obedience training, William was teaching dogs to be movie super
stars.
Koehler's training methods evolved while working with military dogs. For William it was essential that he
create a dog that could perform in the most brutal circumstances, without fear, and with total loyalty to
the handler. His focus was therefore on precision obedience. He was a man who believed in the power of
dogs, and often pushed dogs to the highest levels of training. At the core of William's training philosophy
there exists the notion that dogs are tough - so tough that they possess the ability to recover from even the
most severe forms of physical punishment without holding a grudge. And his work with more than 25,000
dogs seemed to validate his philosophy. With sales in excess of one million copies of his book, The
Koehler Method Of Dog Training, the Koehler method of dog training may be the most widely used
method of dog training in the world. If you have ever seen anyone use a check chain collar (also known as
a "choke chain"), then you have seen the Koehler method in action.
The Koehler Effect
It could be suggested that William Koehler played an important role in transforming dogs from animals
that live in back yards to household pets. Albeit true that his training methods were sometimes harsh, he
was one of the first dog trainers to encourage people to have a relationship with their dogs. This
relationship entailed taking your dog out for neighborhood walks and allowing your dog to spend time
inside the house. Common practices accepted today by most dog owners, these were unheard of during
the time that William was training dogs. He introduced us to basic things like leashes, collars, and the
importance of exercise. As a direct result of his work, billions of dogs, generation after generation, were
liberated from their back yards and given the opportunity to live as well-behaved companion animals.



The Koehler method of dog training is the backbone of the most basic dog and puppy training methods in
use today. It is a blend of firm discipline and lavish praise. William's work influenced such acclaimed
trainers as Barbara Woodhouse, of "walkies" fame (once voted England's favorite television personality),
and probably contributed too many of the things that you do with your dog today. Koehler's method is
readily adopted by people in 'the controller' mindset because it gives them the opportunity to take fast
control of their dogs with the use of simple, yet firm, corrections.
Mindset Two - The Naturalist
Although William Koehler died of a heart attack in 1993 at the age of 82, he lived long enough to see his
training methods evolve into the next stage of popular dog training. It is unclear what trainer first made
the connection between the behavior of dogs and wolves, or why the connection was ever made, but with
the impetus to find a less coercive dog training method, dog trainers shifted their sights away from the
work of Koehler and onto the natural behavior of pack animals. In the Naturalist mindset we find a group
of people who possess a genuine affection for the outdoors. These individuals are not so much concerned
about the rigid control of their pets, but more in understanding the natural rhythms of canine culture.
These people look to nature for examples of natural dog training and attempt to mimic the behaviors of
canine teachers to shape their own pets. The first of these trainers to win the public’s attention were The
Monks of New Skete. The Monks of New Skete began in 1966 as a small group of monks who were
originally members of the Byzantine-Rite Franciscans. The brothers sought to live a more explicitly
monastic life within the Eastern Christian tradition. To do this, they left the Franciscans and
established New Skete as a separate monastic community. There they developed a love for the breeding
and training of German Shepard Dogs and authored How to Be Your Dog’s Best Friend, a dog training
book that won the hearts of dog owners all around the world. Dog training Naturalists are perhaps the
most charismatic dog and puppy trainers alive. Their passion for dogs and natural training methods often
propels them into high profile positions as authors and public speakers, and they frequently develop
strong loyalties amongst their clients. They promote the idea that your dogs is a pack animal and as such
is best educated with training methods that mimic the way dogs teach each other. This mindset was
extremely popular in the early 1980s and is responsible for the way many people train their dogs and
puppies today. It is a mild evolution from the Controller mindset, and in some cases this evolution is only
achieved so that people can justify why they punish their dogs. Seen at their best, people in Mindset Two
are extremely fair dog owners and trainers. They adhere to a very simple premise: like wolves, dogs are
pack animals and as such they need clear leadership. This leadership is often manifested by way of
domination. People who fall into this mindset believe that their dogs should always walk behind them,
that their dogs should not be allowed on furniture, and that their pets must learn to become submissive
members of the family. This mindset works well for many people because it presents a ‘class’ system
similar to that seen in human communities. Some people feel better because they have more money and
education; these are the people who control global development and popular political view. Some people
feel downtrodden and 'poor' because they have no money and little education. This class hierarchy
promotes people who feel like leaders and creates followers out of those who feel they need leadership. It
makes sense then that people in general feel comfortable with a system of dog training that creates a
similar hierarchy: leaders and followers, dominant and submissive, alphas and betas. Perhaps the most
well know naturalist practitioner is The Dog Whisperer, Ceasar Millan. Also in this category we find
respected trainers like Carole Lee Benjamin and Jan Fennel. Although these three trainers do not use the
same dog or puppy training methods, they all share the belief that dogs are pack animals and are best
trained using natural training methods.
The Naturalist Effect
Within the dog training community there exists a tremendous degree of controversy surrounding the idea
that dogs are pack animals and should be dominated. In the early eighties, thousands of puppy owners
were instructed to "Alpha Roll" their puppies. Internet writer, Krista Mifflin, writes about the Alpha Roll
saying, "The Alpha Roll, once hailed as the premier way to prove to your dog who’s "Alpha" (Boss) in
the family, has been replaced by a gentler, more successful way of training. Now the Alpha Roll, besides



being obsolete, has proven to be detrimental to the health and mental well-being of your dog, as well as
downright dangerous to the "Roller". Whether or not this method has been "proven" to harm dogs is
questionable. Still, the basis on which this method was developed is greatly flawed. The Alpha Roll was
used by people who wanted to act like dogs. The belief was that a dominant dog will roll more
submissive dogs on their backs as a way to manifest its authority and leadership. However, later research
showed that it is not the dominant dog that does the 'rolling', rather, it is the submissive dog that willingly
rolls over as a sign of respect. When a dog or puppy is forcefully rolled over onto its back (Alpha Roll) it
can cause the dog to panic and learn to distrust its owner. These kinds of egregious training mistakes have
delivered a great blow to trainers who fall into the Naturalist mindset. While there may be great merit in
understanding dogs as pack animals with a special culture of their own, this merit becomes weak and even
dangerous when trainers fail to interpret dog behavior correctly. Notwithstanding the few mistakes that
have been made by trainers in the Naturalist mindset, overall this group of trainers has introduced the
world to a multitude of teaching methods that are extremely effective and humane.
Mindset Three - The Annalist
At the time of this writing, people who fall into this mindset also fall into the most popular form of
modern day dog training. This mindset sidesteps the truth that dogs are, in fact, pack animals and as such
have a clear system of educating each other. Mindset three immerses us in the world of academia.
Believed to have been started by Dr. Ian Dunbar, and then later clarified by Jean Donaldson, Pamela
Reid, and Karen Prior, this mindset does not have us simply look at dogs as dogs, rather, it includes dogs
in a larger picture, calls them 'animals', and leads us towards a deeper understanding of 'animal learning'.
Dr Ian Dunbar was perhaps the first accredited, highly educated, PhD, to adopt a position as a common
dog trainer. He was like a glowing ball of yellow entering a room of blue. Until his arrival, dog and puppy
training was very much a skilled trade that one expert handed down to another. To this day there is not a
single school or government body that educates or regulates professional dog trainers. Although Dr.
Dunbar does not have a PhD in dog training, since there is no such degree, his presence in a profession
where most experts were tradesmen created an overwhelming ‘awe’ effect. The History Of Annalist Dog
Trainers The plight of most people who are not formally educated is that they often stand in awe of
people who have been to university. This is a flaw which is illustrated in an entertaining manner by the
case of the Loch Ness Monster. "Cryptozoologist", is a term used to define people who study animals that
have not yet been discovered. They study Bigfoot, Moth Men and other legendary creatures such as The
Loch Ness Monster. The modern legend of "Nessie", The Loch Ness Monster, began in 1934 with Dr.
Robert Kenneth Wilson, a London physician, who allegedly photographed a plesiosaur-like beast with a
long neck emerging out of the murky waters (pictured left). However, in 1994, more than 50 years after
the legendary Dr. Wilson photo was taken, the truth emerged. The photo was not taken by a doctor at all;
rather, it was taken by a film-maker, Ian Wetherell, who simply asked Dr. Wilson to say he took the photo
because it was known that a doctor would give the photo "stature and integrity". Wetherell was right. By
simply saying that a doctor took the photograph of a lake monster, few people, laymen and academics
alike, questioned the credibility of the photograph, and consequently a legend was born. Today, millions
of people know about and believe that the Loch Ness monster is real as the direct result of a doctor taking
credit for a photograph he never took. The monster seen in the photo was really a submersible toy
submarine with a fake monster head attached. In the case of dogs, for those of us who have carefully
researched the history of modern puppy and dog training, we can see that the pet training industry has its
own "Nessie". In 1988, “Dogs In Canada” magazine, as well as most other nationally recognized
magazine and book publishers, promoted a consistent dog training theme: Do not use treats to train your
dog. From as early as 1956, dog trainers such as Frederick Jones and Charles Eisenmann (trainer of the
littlest hobo), warned people not to use food to bribe their pets. This same warning was issued throughout
the seventies, and later in the eighties, by such respected trainers as The Monks of New Skete and David
Dikeman. Then, suddenly, Ian Dunbar appeared and changed the face of dog training. He created a whole
new mindset and generated a system of self-promotion that would change the way modern people live
with their dogs.
The Dunbar Effect



For as long as I can remember people have been giving their dogs treats, and even as far back as 1933 we
can see The Little Rascals handing their dog "Pete” treats under the table. However, it was not until the
1980s that Dr. Ian Dunbar used treat rewards as an extremely effective dog training tool.
Make no mistake. Dr. Ian Dunbar is an academic Juggernaut. We researched his credentials and were
given this bio:
"Ian Dunbar PhD, BVetMed, MRCVS, CPDT is a veterinarian, animal behaviorist, dog trainer,
and writer. He received his veterinary degree and a Special Honours degree in Physiology &
Biochemistry from the Royal Veterinary College (London University), and a doctorate in animal
behavior from the Psychology Department at the University of California in Berkeley, where he
spent ten years researching the development of hierarchical social behavior and aggression in
domestic dogs. For seven years Dr. Dunbar ran a behavior clinic specifically for biting dogs. Dr.
Dunbar is a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, the California Veterinary
Medical Association, the Sierra Veterinary Medical Association, the American Veterinary Society
of Animal Behavior, and the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (which he founded)."
Dr. Dunbar appeared as an impeccable example of what dog trainers could be, and won the attention of
most young trainers, usually young women, who looked up at Dunbar with big dreams and starry eyes.
However, beyond his academic achievements, Dr. Dunbar was one of the first dog trainers to promote
genuine kindness. He gave dog owners the opportunity to indulge their need to spoil dogs with treats and
toys, and transformed the simple act of giving a dog a treat into an educational curriculum.
A Tragic Turn:
By the early 1990s Dr. Dunbar's training methods had been widely accepted by dog trainers around the
world. And like most things wonderful, mass consumption watered down his original brilliance and
generated a nation of inexperienced trainers who simply used food as a bribe to control dogs.
Trying to fashion themselves in the image of Dr. Dunbar, thousands of dog trainers attempted to earn
their back yard PhDs. After attending one or two Dunbar workshops, trainers with little or no real world
dog experience started teaching puppy kindergarten classes. Unlike Dunbar himself, who used a rich
blend of food treats and genuine leadership, his followers often adopted only the most obvious of his
characteristics and twisted the art of food lure training into the crude act of animal bribery. Millions of
dog owners across the country learned to simply dangle bits of food in front of their pets’faces. In turn,
millions of dogs never fully developed a desire to please their people. The sight of a dog working in a
robotlike fashion for food rewards became the norm. Millions of dogs in dog training classes across the
country could be seen following their owner’s hands up and down, left to right. The presence of these
food motivated robot dogs became so prevalent that dog trainers simply forgot what dog training was like
before the advent of food lure training.
Mindset Four - The Supporter
Mindset four brings us up close and personal with the newest and perhaps most experimental form of
modern dog and puppy training available today. This mindset has its practitioners adopting a more family,
relationship oriented, almost spiritual form of dog and puppy training. Unlike the Annalist point of view
in which scientific research guides the collective mind, dog training Supporters have a great deal of faith
in the spiritual energy of dogs and are concerned with creating canine inner peace. Here we find such
respected trainers (animal communicators), as Linda Tellington-Jones, inventor of T-Touch, Rachael
Resk, and Penelope Smith. All three women are reported to have an uncanny spiritual connection with
animals. Supporters like to support and are deeply offended by training methods that cause dogs to feel
badly about themselves. They believe that dogs can talk, and that serious dog problems often result from a
dog's 'words' going unheard. Supporters often focus on training methods that help dogs relax, reduce
anxiety and minimize communication boundaries. Supporters stand firmly on the side of our pets and are
commonly involved with canine rescue. In many ways, Supportive dog trainers are like Annalists, except
that Supporters do not need popular science to uphold their views since they strongly believe that modern
science is unable to explain everything all the time. Rev. Nedda Wittels, M.A., M.S., writes about his
ability to communicate with animals saying, "For most of my adult life I thought I was just pretending
that I could have conversations with animals. It was something I did as a game or did without thinking.



That was because I was sufficiently programmed as a child to accept the idea that the communications
I was experiencing telepathically were 'just your imagination, my dear.' After reading Animal
Talk, by Penelope Smith, I came to the startling realization that I had been rejecting what my heart
knew was true: I could communicate with animals and they could communicate with me."
Penelope Smith writes on her website that, "I have communicated with and counseled thousands of
animals and their people during consultations (in-person or by telephone) to assist them toward a more
ideal relationship. We have successfully worked together to resolve misunderstandings, behavior
problems, and the psychosomatic aspects of illnesses or injuries that do not respond well to veterinary
care." Understanding that our dogs have spiritual lives forces us to view them less like animals and more
like spiritual persons that are not unlike ourselves. Moreover, a deep understanding of canine spirituality
also affords us the opportunity to grasp many concepts that traditional trainers (Controllers), and
academic trainers (Annalists), never consider. For example, while it may be fantastic to believe that
people can communicate with dogs and puppies, it is even more fantastic to realize that dogs also possess
the ability to communicate with us telepathically! For those who claim to possess the ability to talk with
dogs, the conversations they have with our pets often reveal many insights into the way our dogs think.
Controllers and Annalists alike often believe that dogs are incapable of feeling guilt. Guilt is widely
regarded by dog behavior experts to be a 'human only' feeling. However, most animal communicators will
readily tell you that during their conversations with dogs, dogs often express feelings of guilt for things
they have done in the past. If this is true, then most modern training methods, which base much of their
teaching on the premise that dogs only live in the moment and cannot think about the past or future, are
severely limiting the potential of our dogs by failing to understand the depths, insights and intelligence of
the canine mind.
What Group Do You Belong To?
Now that you have an understanding of the four basic mindsets that govern most dog trainers, ask
yourself? What mindset do you feel most comfortable with? This is perhaps one of the most important
dog or puppy training questions you may ever be asked. And it is also a question that will only serve you
when you answer honestly. Your dog will respond best to a dog training method that suits your own belief
systems. If you truly believe that dogs can communicate telepathically, seek out a teaching style that will
assist you to tap into your dog’s secret, spiritual world. If your faith is found in a scientific journal and
you feel more comfortable with training methods that can be substantiated with scientific data, then you
may be well served with clicker training, an Ian Dunbar approach. Or perhaps you don't have time for
complicated puppy training methods and you simply want to establish fast control of a wayward dog. If
this sounds like you, perhaps the Kohler Method is your best choice. In the end, the best training methods
are those that have withstood the test of time and have proven to be effective, decade after decade, with
millions of dogs. Although less experienced dog and puppy trainers will vehemently argue that some
training methods are inferior, and that they have stumbled on what is best for you and your dog, the truth
is that all of the training methods talked about on this page have achieved great success, and were
founded by people who possessed a genuine fondness for our canine friends.

In summary, dog-training methods fall into four distinct groups.
The Controller
Those who adhere to the basic rules of punishment, these people have a no-nonsense attitude and believe
that dogs are dogs and should be treated as such.
The Naturalist
These people believe that dogs are pack animals with a special canine culture of their own. The naturalist
dog or puppy trainer teaches people how to act like dogs. In doing so the goal is to transform people into
good leaders for their pets.
The Annalist
The Annalist is the academic. In this group we find trainers who do not altogether believe that dogs are
pack animals, rather, the Annalist turns to science to catalog animal behavior. These trainers often use



complicated scientific language to justify their training methods and they regularly use food lures to
'shape' animal behavior.
The Supporter
In this group we find people who believe that dogs are spiritual beings that are able to communicate
telepathically with their owners
Written By Adam C. Stone
Leslie Johnson submitted this article

Please, when you are through using the equipment at school please put it away. When I come in
for my puppy classes at 5:30 Monday evening, and Tuesday at 10 o'clock in the morning there is
always equipment that has been left out. I just had hand surgery and elbow surgery and it is very
hard for me to move. Also, the backyard looks like a toilet. I always clean up the yard before
my puppy classes and I am amazed how people don't clean up their dog’s poop. I am tempted to put
a video camera out and see who doesn't clean up after their dogs, and then play it for the program at our
school meeting.

Hopefully, things will get better.
Marillyn Greenberg

GREEN CARDS
Have you already earned your green card points for 2009? If you have, you can turn in your
green card now. Just drop it into the single drop box on the leads and collars shelf.
Scott Malone


