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TDTC Events – Spring 2009

Friday May 8

Friday May 15

Friday May 29

Saturday May 30

Saturday May 30

Sunday May 31

Friday June 5

Saturday June 6

Saturday June 20

Sunday June 21

Monday June 22

General Meeting:

Friday,
Paw Prints is sent via email unless otherwise requested. If you are having problems receiving Paw Prints contact
tulsadogs@gmail.com or call Sandy Van De Verg at 918.338.8982 between the hours of 10 am and 10 pm. If you
change your email address please send the new address to tulsadogs@gmail.com
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ing 2009

May 8 General Meeting, 7 PM

May 15 Board Meeting, 7PM

May 29 AKC Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

May 30 Spring Session Test Week Begins

May 30 AKC Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

May 31 AKC Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

June 5 Spring Session Graduation

June 6 Canine Good Citizen Test

June 20 UKC Obedience Trial

June 21 UKC Obedience Trial

June 22 Summer Session Begins

General Meeting:

Friday, May 8, 7 pm
Paw Prints is sent via email unless otherwise requested. If you are having problems receiving Paw Prints contact

or call Sandy Van De Verg at 918.338.8982 between the hours of 10 am and 10 pm. If you
change your email address please send the new address to tulsadogs@gmail.com
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AKC Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

Week Begins

AKC Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

Agility Trial, Tulsa Fairgrounds

Spring Session Graduation

Canine Good Citizen Test

Summer Session Begins

Paw Prints is sent via email unless otherwise requested. If you are having problems receiving Paw Prints contact
or call Sandy Van De Verg at 918.338.8982 between the hours of 10 am and 10 pm. If you



From the Prezzzz…

I would like to say THANK YOU to everyone for their understanding, patience and sympathy during the
illness and death of my brother. Each action, word of kindness and sympathy card was greatly
appreciated.

If you missed the March meeting you missed a very informative talk and demonstration by Heather
Owens, DVM. She spoke about and demonstrated acupuncture on dogs. We all learned a great deal. I, for
one, can’t wait to see what Jackie has in store for the May meeting.

I am still getting reports that the building, Leads & Collars and other doors are being left unlocked. I
really don’t want to change the keys and codes but if this trend continues I will have no other choice.

Our first session of the year ended on March 13th followed by the Canine Good Citizen test on the 14th.
Both were a great success. Great going guys and gals!!!

Our AKC Obedience and Rally trials were very well attended at the end of March. It requires a lot of
members and a lot of work to put on these events and again the members came through. Thanks!!

As most of you know Mike DeLorey, our Training Director, lost his job and has taken another one out of
the country. I wish him a speedy and safe return. At the April Board Meeting, the Board approved Stacy
Kennedy to assume his position and duties. Please welcome Stacy and give her your full support.

Another action that the Board approved was the establishment of a new Committee head for Equipment.
Bill Spens has agreed to fill this slot. Please read his article in this Newsletter. Bill needs your help in
keeping him informed of any equipment that is in need of repair.

Some of our members will be interested in knowing that AKC will be implementing the Mixed Breed
Registration starting in October 2009 which will allow them to show in Obedience, Rally and Agility
stand alone trials starting in April 2010.

If you haven’t sent your entries for the May Agility Trials there is still time. Entries close at 6:00pm on
May 15th. Speaking of agility, Richard Beeby, Director of Agility, is working on bringing Kim Terrill
from New Mexico to put on an Agility Seminar sometime this summer. More information will follow
later.

Test week will start the week of June 1st with graduation on June 5th and another CGC on June 6th.

Please keep in mind that the 4H will be using our building on June 13th. So if you are planning on
going to the building to train that day it will not be available.

TDTC’s second set of UKC Obedience Trials will be held on June 20th and 21st. Again, volunteers are
needed. If you are not showing, please remove your crate by June 19th

The next ten week session will start on June 22nd.

Mark your calendars!!! TDTC annual Picnic will be held on July 11th.

Please contact me with any suggestions and/or concerns.



General Meeting – May 8 – 7 PM.

Be sure to attend the General Meeting and learn how to get all your “ducks in a row” and maybe
even keep them there! 4 Corners Herding of Tulsa will be presenting a herding demonstration
using people and ducks. Don’t miss the fun! Read the article below to learn the herding basics.

INTRODUCTION TO HERDING
By Linda Holloway, President

4 Corners Herding of Tulsa
So you have seen a dog "herding", that is working stock, sheep, cattle and in some cases
ducks. Watching the innate abilities of the dog piqued your curiosity, raising more
questions. What breed is a natural? How do I start? Where do I go? Are there programs
established to show case the talents of the dogs?

Some breeds possess a more natural talent and ability to herd. Border Collies come to mind
as the breed most easily recognized for their talent and "eye". The referral to "eye" is the
ability of the dog to influence the stock, not only with movement but also its gaze, either
moving the livestock or holding it in place, say at a gate that the dog is blocking. Border
Collies also "pattern" very quickly to a chore or job. They learn the chore, perhaps
bringing in the stock through a particular gate, and will do so with very little direction
from the handler.

There are other breeds that also herd. These breeds are often
referred to as "loose eyed" or "upright", their working styles
relying more on movement and in an upright stance as
opposed to the Border Collie low crouch and "eye". (Shown
at left.)

Some of these breeds were bred for a particular purpose,
such as Corgis, used primarily to heel livestock through
chutes and pens in tight places. The Australian Cattle dog,
(below) bred for much the same purpose, different continent,
so different emphasis on physical characteristics. Most of the

Herding breeds have a history of use and purpose
that can be discovered with research.

Training a herding dog requires frequent and
consistent training on some sort of stock. Folk
who have little access in their area often start on
ducks. As the dog matures he is put on sheep or
goats. Dogs that are only trained for the novice or
beginning level can progress w/ as little as once a
week.

Ideally the dog should have a stop or down and recall before starting on stock. Sometimes
too much obedience prior to herding can create too much handler focus. The dog needs a
certain amount of independence and lack of handler focus to ”work" the stock. If the dog is



worried about being corrected for ”chasing" the stock, it may impede him to the point of
not working. All dogs are different, and herding training is not linear in its development.
Some dogs learn to gather and drive at the same time, some just gather, others take to
driving. Working with the natural style of each dog is the best way to develop the ability of
that particular dog.

There are several programs that have Herding Trials. AKC has an all breed program. The
B course uses the Border Collie style field course. The A course is an Arena course and the
C course is strictly a Tending course. AKC scoring uses a 50% rule meaning that on any
attempted obstacle the dog/handler team cannot lose more than 50% of the points.

The Australian Shepherd Club of America offers a course designed primarily for Aussies
but allows other breeds to compete as well. The American Herding Breed Association
offers an all breed course; one is a Herding Trial Dog, similar to the Border Collie field
course.

A Herding Trial Arena Dog, is an arena course using different obstacles, and The Ranch
Dog Course offering some obstacles and chores that would be encountered in daily farm
work.

The biggest impediment to herding is locating
trainers and facilities that will work with your breed
of choice. Ideally using "dog broke" sheep or goats
greatly enhances the success rate of beginner
handlers and dogs. Not all handlers and dogs are
geared for competition; some just enjoy watching
their dog work. One can find an AKC herding club
searching the AKC site and perhaps find trainers
and sites through a club. Sometimes just an internet
search will yield information. Offering to help a small farm with chores will help a handler
learn about stock which will ultimately help the dog.

Herding can be a lot of fun and is never the same twice, part of the excitement of the
activity.

Good luck and happy herding!

Linda Holloway, President
4 Corners Herding Association of Tulsa
Abilitystockdogs.com



March AKC Rally/Obedience Trials Set-up and Clean-up

I would like to acknowledge the following people for volunteering to Set-up before and/or
Clean-up after the AKC Rally/Obedience Trials held on 3/27/09 and 3/28/09:

Don Warner; Sue Warner; Betty Haws; Cathy Hall, Pat Kinser; Jack Kennett; Bill Spens; Gwen
Grandell; Nina Lynn; Patty Emmons; Joyce Campbell; Jeri Hajek; Jill Perry; Larry Scott; Pam
Scott, Tracy Hendrickson; Jerry Mabry, Judy Mabry; Kathy Gray; Glen Brewing ion, Lorrie
Russ, Yvonne Austin and Maureen Kelly.

A special Thanks goes to Judy Spens, Jack Kennett and James Barlow for helping with
transportation and entertaining of Mr. Delany.

Please accept my THANKS for jobs well done and I look forward to working with each of you
again.

Dovie

The March 27th and 28th AKC Rally and Obedience Trial was enjoyed by all who attended. I
received many compliments on how each volunteer at the ring worked together to make class a
pleasant experience. The Rally volunteers were Dovie Ryan, Gwen Grandell, James Barlow,
Sue Warner, Don Warner, Sue Young and Jaymie Barlow. Obedience volunteers were Dianne
Ree, Jill Perry, Charles Ree, Jeri Hajek, Laura Morris, Yvonne Austin, Jenn Patten, Glen
Brewington, Pat Kinser, Sara Jane Jednacez, Ronda Clawson and Maureen Kelly. Many thanks
go to these volunteers because they volunteered for the entire day at one ring and worked both
trials. You are who makes the TDTC trials run smoothly and efficiently.

Lorrie



TREES

Thanks to a generous grant from Apache Foundation, Tulsa's Up With Trees had a shipment
of trees that were provided at no charge to local non-profits, government agencies and faith-
based groups (including private schools, neighborhood associations and churches) that wanted to
plant trees on their property. The trees were picked up from a holding facility - Public Service
Company of Oklahoma, 3600 W. Elwood, Tulsa (PSO had kindly donated space to temporarily
house the trees) April 9. There were several varieties to choose from. Steve and I picked up some
of the red dogwood, flowering cherry, red maple, cypress, river birch and white birch. They were
planted in "islands" around the club. Yes, we know they are planted too close together. We felt it
was the easiest way to fence them so dog’s piddle wouldn't soak into the ground and kill them.
On that note, please steer your dogs away from them to relieve themselves. Some were planted
around the parking lot, so please be careful when pulling onto the grass areas and don't run over
the trees. I hope these trees, along with the ones planted in the fall, will beautify the club
grounds.

Scott Malone

From the Training Director:

My name is Stacy Kennedy, and I’d like to introduce myself to those of you who may not yet
know me. I have been a member of TDTC since 2000 earned my first obedience trial in 2000
with my American Staffordshire Terrier (AmStaff for short) named Sadie Belle. She was a great
dog, and we won a High in Trial our first time in the ring from the Novice A class. That was all it
took! If I wasn’t already hooked, after that day I sure was. Since then I’ve trained several more
AmStaffs to their CD’s, earned a CDX, and several agility titles as well. I also compete in
conformation events with my dogs, and have been very successful on a national level in the
breed ring. I’ve been a Beginners instructor at TDTC since 2001. I have previously served as a
committee chair and board member for the club.

I have a husband, Chris; an 11 yr old step-daughter, Morgan; and 3 AmStaffs- Sadie age 14;
Pepper, age 10; and Sinjin at 9 years of age. Since my dogs are all retired geriatrics, I’ve not
been quite as involved in recent years, so there are many “new” faces to me. I am honored to
have been asked to take over the job of Training Director in Mike’s absence, and am glad to be



back again. Please feel free to contact me if you have a concern about our club, classes, or
members. I can’t guarantee I’ll always have an answer, but I’ll do my best to find one. – Stacy
Kennedy

Equipment Report…..

By Bill Spens

Hello everyone. Most of you know me, my wife Judy or one of our three Standard poodles,
Annie, Wendy and Cody. My function at the club is to insure the Agility, Obedience, and Puppy
equipment is in a serviceable condition (not building maintenance). I am happy to report that at
this time everything looks good and in working order. If you break or notice a piece of
equipment that is broken, please let me or one of the board members know. I can’t get it
repaired if I don’t know it is broken. Also, please be aware that this equipment is very expensive
so treat it accordingly. I know with all the use this it gets some of it is bound to deteriorate and
break sooner or later. But, if you treat it as if you owned it I am sure it’s life expectancy will
increase.

The agility equipment room is arranged so the most used pieces can be stored and removed
easily. This only works if they are returned to the same place they were removed from. Please
put the equipment back where it came from. If you don’t know where something should be
stored ask your instructor. Also, some things are quite heavy, so remember safety first get help
lifting heavy or awkward items. All the equipment stored in the back of the room is for trials only.
None of it should ever be needed for classes. With the lecture over I want to thank everyone for
their efforts. Six months ago the equipment storage room was in total chaos, now it looks
somewhat organized. Thanks again…..



Paw Pals Needs You

We continue to get more and more calls for Paw Pals visits. Understaffed, we need you and your
dog to join the very best therapy dog group around. To my knowledge, our requirements for
membership are more comprehensive than any other organization of our type. Presently, we
require dog and handler to successfully complete Beginners, Novice I and pass the AKC’s
Canine Good Citizen test. Your former instructors will then give their opinions as to you and
your dog’s suitability as a team. Next come supervised visits and recommendations for your
acceptance. Sounds like a long road to take but it’s worth it to be the best that you can be.

We need your help to enable us to continue to cover the additional request for our visits. Come
and join us and bring happiness to others, as well as, to yourself. You will make new friends, do
good, and give your dog a wonderful outing. Join our team of real DO GOODERS.

For more information on Paw Pals call your local recruiting officers---

Moira Lawson 918-481-1169

Bill Stuckert 918-742-2325

From Kenda Skaggs

Max Skaggs has a new friend! Meet Hillside Sand In My Pants -- Cruise. I am going to train
and show Cruise in obedience and Emily Russell is going to show him in conformation. Potty
training again!


