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From the Prezzzz...

It is hard to believe that it is March already. Themonths of January and February have been very busy
and March will be no different.

In January the UKC obedience and agility trials wee held. They were both a great success do to
Maureen Kelly and all the volunteers who worked stard. Our speaker for the January General
meeting was Dean Calderon who gave a very in lighig insight to Schutzhund training. Thanks Leslie
Ree and Steve Malone for such a good speaker.

February started out with our awards banquet wherewe honored all the titles won in 2007 along with
Sara Jane Jednacz for her years as an AKC Obediendedge. It was well attended and was very
exciting since all of Sara Jane’s family was abletattend. | want to thank Jeri Hajek, Tracy
Hendrickson, Jill Perry and Judy Spens for all of heir help in making the banquet a very enjoyable
evening. Special thanks goes to our 2010 Judges Quitiee. Without these people we would not be able
to have nice judges for our AKC Obedience trials. ie Committee consisted of: Chair - Cathy Hall, Jill
Perry; Marianne Duca; Tonya Sims; Judy Spens and R&inser.

March is adding up to be another busy month. March7" is our General Meeting, please plan on
attending, | can’t wait to see what Steve has inate.. The week of March §' is test week ending with
March 14™ being our first 2008 Graduation. A CGC test is scbduled for March 15" from 12 to 2 pm.
On March 22" an obedience Fun Match will be held from 12 to 3m. Then our one day AKC
Obedience Trial will be held on March 2¢'. Then to round off March our next set of classewill start
the week of March 3. More information will be sent pertaining to eachof these events. One other
activity that will be occurring during March is the AKC National Agility Championships starting on
the 27" and ending on the 38. All of these activities need volunteers so pleakelp when asked or
better yet ask what needs to be done.

Maybe we can catch our breath in April but don’t be on it. Please keep checking the board at the Club
for more information

Again | would like to remind you that THIS IS YOUR CLUB and the only way this club can continue
to move forward is for your voice to be heard. Plese contact me with any suggestions and/or concerns.
| cannot promise that | can solve all them, but the will be addressed to the best of my ability.

Ann Morrison TDTC Historian is asking for any extra pictures you would |
like to have in the scrapbook (along w/info on whatunction, trial, date etc...)
it comes from. Also, since | know a lot of peopley "dog", please give me
name of who is in the pic along w/their person, bed, event, scores and any
other info you feel is important. Pictures can be given to me at meetings or
leave for me at the clubl would like this 2008 book to be a fun, informative
history of the club this year. | look forward to yaur assistance (oddly enough, |
cannot be several places at once). My personalityag not split that far as yet!
Here's to happy scrappin' this year!

Ann Morrison
Historian TDTC

Sarah Jane judging top dogs



There will be a CGC Testing held on Saturday, Marth, 2008 from Noon — 2PMrlhere is nc
age limit for dogs taking the CGC test. Becausesupport owners who wish to socialize and
introduce their dogs to training as early as podsildlogs are welcome to participate in CGC

when they are old enough to have completed all vaations. Owners who bring young dogs
CGC tests become acquainted with qualified trainarsd the CGC test can be used to identify
future training goals. The fee is $1
Yes, we need volunteers for stations and evalugtoositact Moira Lawson at moilaw@aol.com
- 481-1169 or Jan Logan at dougerose@aol.cer869-4398
See you on March 1!

| wanted to let you know about a dog/owner cordest TV show
that is planned for CBS soon. There's a call fories - | think we
have some superstars at the club who'd give them for their

money.
http://www.cbs.com/primetime/americas _top _dog/

Sylvia Dale

LErs &O°

TOLL-FREE PHONE NOS. FOR ROAD CONDITIONS IN OUR SURROUNDING STATES
For those of us who travel to dog trials or who justravel at all, here are some phone
numbers to call in the following states to find ouabout road conditions:

Oklahoma 1-888-425-2385 Arkansas  1-800-245-1672
Texas 1-800-452-9292 Missouri 1-800-222-6400
Kansas 1-866-511-5368
Too bad | didn't see this before January's Paw Prits went out since most bad
weather will probably be over by March. Oh well... Gwen

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR TDTC OBEDIENCE TRIAL SATU RDAY, MARCH 29TH.
All rings and all positions need volunteers.

Anyone wishing to earn green card points or just wanting to be a good TDTC club member and
wanting to volunteer for the love of the sport please contact

Dorothy Kennedy dek620@sbcglobal.net or Dovie Ryan macadoo6@windstream.net

AKC National Agility Championships March 27" thru the 30"

SPECTATORS are wanted to help fill the stands. Comwatch some of the country’s best agility
dogs in action. Let’s put Tulsa on the map with a acked house. NO worked involved! See you at the
fairgrounds.

Thanks, Mary

Fun Match
In preparation for our upcoming AKC trial on Mar28" there will be an obedience Fun Match
on March 22nd, from Noon to 3 P.M.
Sign-up sheets for volunteers to assist will begubat the Club



Thianks!

| would like to acknowledge the following people fmlunteering to setup and cleanup after the UKC
Obedience Trials as well as the UKC Agility Trials.

Setup on 1/11/08 - Gwen Grandell; Dale & EleanoyrBer; Jill Perry; Laura Benjamin; Leslie Johnson;
Susie Brown; Scott Malone; Barbara King; Don SnejstGm Zwahlen; Paige & Taylor Townsley; Moira
Lawson and Maureen Kelly.

Cleanup on 1/13/08 - Jill Perry; Maureen Kelly; &aiwan De Verz; Tonya Sims; Jeri Hajek; Gwen
Grandell; Meredith Butcher; Lynda Portiss; Judyi&peéara Jane Jednacz; Charles & Dianne Ree; Tracy
Hendrickson and Mike Delorey.

Setup on 1/25/08 - Jill Perry; Barbara Jeleski;da/®ortiss; Nina Lynn; Sandie Wyman; Cassie Sherrod
John Maxwell; Bill & Judy Spens; Gwen Grandell alatk Kennett.

Cleanup 1/27/08 - Johnnie Hart; Bill & Judy Spefil;Perry; Cassie Sherrod; Meredith Butcher; Moira
Lawson; Ann Morrison; Marianne Duca; James Barl@harles & Dianne Ree and Jane Tyson.

Without these people volunteering our club wouldlm®able to put on each of these activities. Rlaasept
my THANKS for jobs well done and | look forward wworking with each of you again.

Dovie

| want to thank all the people who helped with thelanuary 26 & 27 TAC UKC Agility Trials. There
were a lot of new people who helped as well as sodreHandlers. We always need lots of help for our
trials, and everyone did a great job.

I'm going to attempt to list everyone who helped, bt if I've left off your name, | sincerely apologiz!
The following people volunteered: Cathy Simon, Jug¢ Harris, Sheila Ryan, Mariann Duca, James
Barlow, Bill & Judy Spens, Jill Perry, Sandy VanDe\erg, Jimma Crow, Ann Morrison, Jeri Hajek,
Carol Ryther, Cassie Sherrod, Lynda & Bob Portiss,JoEllen Corley, Sylvie Dale, Johnnie Hart, Sara
Jane Jednacz, Barbara Jeleski, Amelia Martinez, Galla Klindera, Nancy McLeod, Betty Haws, Pam
Scott, Dorothy Kennedy, Roy Ames, Lori Russ, Geneikbon, and Amy Johnson.

Also, many thanks to the following people for theirexcellent work at the scoring table: Dovie Ryan,
Donna Kay, Maureen Kelly, Mary Green, and the Judgés wife, Bev Benjes.

Gwen Grandell@zI

You, as members of TDTC, have some really caring people involved in your club...but | bet you know that.
But, do you know how the graduation hats get made? | bet you don’t; | know | didn’t until recently. My
knowledge is limited, but I'll share with you what | do know. | know that Scott Malone made them for quite
some time and for that she deserved a GREAT BIG “thank you”,. Second, | know that Beth Harshfield has
been making them all by herself, and SHE deserves a really big “thank you”! And now, | know that | have
been given the opportunity to carry on their tradition of providing these wonderful little mortarboards for our
puppy and beginner class graduates! | am really a very small part of getting these done, and to the
appropriate dogs, but there is a very giving group of women who have been giving their time and talents
towards providing these important symbols of achievement to our graduates. They certainly don’t expect to
be named, but they are doing a really good job and | think they deserve your thanks as well. They
are.......... Glenda Baugher, Eleanore Beymer, Jewel Drinkwater, Linda Heider and Nina Lynn. Every week
they spend hours behind the scenes making these so people they often don’t know, and may never know,
can receive some little something validating their efforts in adding one more dog to Tulsa’s long list of
obedient dogs coming out of this club of yours. Understanding how some of the lesser-known areas of the
club works only makes us all a more informed group and a better part of the whole. Please tell these ladies
“thank you”. Whether you do it in person, by telephone or with an email is your choice but, JUST DO IT!
Thank YOU for thanking them.

Glenda Poulos

(Editor’'s note A Barbara and others did these hats before me. It takes12 minutes to make a single hat.)



Sara Jane Jednacz

Was honored at the awards dinner for all the yslagshas been a judge for AKC Obedience
Trials. She grew up in the “main line area” of Rdélphia. She and her husband Jed were
married in Shalfont, Pa. in 1949. They had 3 clkidécott, Edward and Marjorie. Ed’s wife
is Mickey. All the clan except Marjorie lives in [Ba. She lives in Albuquerque, NM. Sara
Jane has owned many dogs of varying breeds irifagme. Her first dog was miniature
poodle, named Cokie. As a teenager she had sawerat breed, then several GSDes. Her
dog’s names were Cokie, Midke Tinler, Elsa, Kuramy, Mandy, Junior, Watler, Misty,
Bart, Bosco, Gretchen, Krissie, Billy, and Dannge&nd her dog partners have earned 20
titles. When Billy was down in the back end, thegd acupuncture on him and he came out
of it. She started training at the Philly-Delawaoainty club. Walter Ziegler was the
director. He got her involved in judging. She narheddog Walter after Mr. Ziegler. There
were undesirables that hung around inside becauwsesiwarm, etc. Scruff was her dog at
the time. She would let him off the leash to waiumd and the undesirables would leave
soon after. She always felt safe with Scruffy.

Jed was transferred to Tulsa in 1971. She joinedd 1972. She started instructing
classes at TDTC in 1973 and has held many positteims has been president 5 TIMES! She
has been vice president and on several commitBaesenjoys teaching utility classes
because “by this time the dogs have all the kin@sked out”. She started judging AKC
trials in 1963. She was approved in 1971 and naswéired from judging in 2008. She
usually judged trials that were no more than a Brlulvive away but once with Jed they
went 400 miles. She says judging is the same owést and east coasts. And she likes
judging utility the most. When Sara Jane beganipglthe entry fee was $5.00.

Her funniest experience in the ring was as a judgeolder man with a tiny dog was very
excited. On the recall he was so animated his fe#itbut. After the dog came to him, he
reached down and picked up his teeth and put thedmsipocket — he was not given any
points off. Her worse ring experience was whenwag an exhibitor. She had a poodle that
relieved himself in the ring under her favoriteged<ay Reeves. Sara Jane was mortified.
Other accomplishments Sara Jane has made. Shemasatider of women'’s flotilla in the
coast guard auxiliary. She is a glider pilot and &ehieved 421 silver badge and glider
certification.

Thanks goodness Sara Jane landed in our back yavd Bave gotten to benefit from her
expertise.







And more Awards Banquet pictures

Puppy instructors and helpers are needed.
If you can lend a hand contact Jackie Judd at
jJudd893@aol.com

Please can you help? Zelda




How many of you remember Rin Tin Tin? How many of  you even know who Rin Tin Tin
was? If you do, the German shepherd is probably yo  ur breed of choice.

The original Rin Tin Tin was a mere puppy of five days old when Corporal Lee Duncan discovered his mother
and a litter of puppies in a bombed out kennel in Lorraine, France on September 15, 1918 while he was serving his
country in WWI. Duncan chose two of the puppies, a male and a female, and members of the battalion took the
mother and the other puppies back to their camp. Ironically, the only survivors over the next few months were the two
pups Duncan had claimed.

He named the pups after tiny (1" tall) Erench Puppets named Rintintin and Nenette that were given to the
American soldiers for good luck.

When the war was over Duncan made special arrangements to take his two pups back to the United States to
his home in Los Angeles. He and the pups were allowed aboard a ship that transported them to New York on a 15-
day journey. During the trip Nannette became ill with distemper.

Upon his arrival in New York he met Mrs. Wanner, at that time considered a premier breeder of German
Shepherd Dogs in the U.S. She offered to keep Nannette to try to save her from her illness, but the pup died before
Duncan’s train arrived in California. Mrs. Wanner, knowing Duncan’s love for the breed, sent him one of her finest
female puppies to replace Nannette.

In February 1922 at a Shepherd Dog Club of America unsanctioned two-day show, Rin Tin Tin amazed
everyone with his ability to perform by jumping 11 feet 9 inches. Following the show, Charles Jones asked if he could
try out his new camera that made moving pictures filming Rin Tin Tin. Novograph Pictures Company, who had
purchased Jones' film, offered Duncan $350 to film the dog in action. Duncan accepted and knew at that moment
there could be a future for him and his dog in films.

Duncan pursued the film concept, contacting nearly every studio in Hollywood with his dog and a script,
“Where The North Begins”. He was turned down by one studio after another, but determined he would not give up. He
knew Rin Tin Tin was special.

Finally one day while approaching studios on what was called ‘poverty row’ he saw a film crew trying to shoot
a scene with a wolf and not having success. He approached the crew and told them he and his dog could do the
scene in one take. He was told to go away and to take his dog and script with him. He persisted, and finally, they
allowed him to try the scene with Rin Tin Tin. Voila, the scene was shot in one take as he had promised and they kept
him on for the filming of “Man From Hell's River.”

The name of fledgling studio on the verge of bankruptcy was Warner Brothers Pictures. The film was a hit and
Rin Tin Tin was a sensation. The public loved him and his heroic ability. Rin Tin Tin ultimately made 26 pictures for
Warner Brothers before his death on August 10, 1932. He was referred to as the mortgage lifter and credited with
saving the studio from financial ruin during the silent film era.



Rin Tin Tin Jr succeeded the Original in making films. Then WW!II erupted. Lee Duncan decided he could
best serve his country by training dogs to serve in the war effort. Rin Tin Tin Il helped him in this endeavor.

Duncan made numerous films with Rin Tin Tin Jr and 1ll. In the 1950’s The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin aired
on ABC. It ran from 1954-1959. Both Rin Tin Tin Il and Rin Tin Tin IV were the primary dogs used in the series. Two
other dogs, one owned by Duncan called Hey You and the other owned by a trainer employed by Duncan (Frank
Barnes) called JR were also used in some scenes of the series.

Duncan died on September 20, 1960, but his bloodline and the legacy of Rin Tin Tin were in good hands with
Ms. Propps and Bodyguard Kennels of Houston TX.

Ms. Propps continued to breed and show the Rin Tin Tin dogs with help from her granddaughter, Daphne
Hereford. Miss Hereford was raised by her grandmother from the time she was five years old Daphne quickly learned
not only the qualities of the lineage, but also the aspects of participating at dog shows.

The dogs produced today are identical in structure, color and intelligence to Rin Tin Tin Il and Rin Tin Tin IV.

“Now, some 50 years later | have served the lineage longer than either Duncan or my Grandmother. | have a
working knowledge of the bloodline that will continue to produce dogs both Lee Duncan and my grandmother would
be proud of as they are a true tribute to their namesake and identical in every way to them. There Will Always Be a
Rin Tin Tin!” stated Daphne Hereford.

To date there have been 10 designated Rin Tin Tins. Rin Tin Tin X (AKC registered as Rin Tin Tins Lord
Jireh) was born on June 23, 2007. He will be visiting and training at Tulsa Dog Training Club through the summer.
His brother Rin Tin Tins Lord Solomon and family are members of TDTC. For more information, visit
www.rintintin.com.

Above Rin Tin Tin thru Rin Tin Tin IX

There Will Always Be A Rin Tin Tin

=y

Rin TinTin X

o s g

(text condensed from The Story of Rin Tin Tin onwww.rintintin.com _ with the permission of Daphne Hereford)



A picture is worth a thousand words

From Barbara Jeleski... Casey, my Long Coat Chihuatm, has recently had a couple of successful
weekends in agility. In December he got finishedi$ Excellent A Preferred Standard and Jumpers
titles and got his first Ex B Preferred Std leg. h Feb he got his second Ex B Preferred Standard leg
He also competed in TAC's UKC trials and in Saturdg's Trial 1 he had 3 200's. He recently received
his invitation to compete in the UKC All Stars in AGI; AGIl and AGIIl. We are looking forward to a
second trip to Michigan with our friend Ramona andher Rat Terrier, Shadow, who will also compete
in the All Stars in all 3 divisions.
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If you would like to receive a complimentary sulystton to the Companion Animal Newsletter
or the Pet Care Seminars, please contact O.S.lkdeadf Veterinary Medicine at 405)744-76722
or ann.govek@okstate.edu
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For more information on trials
go to:

TDTC Events
www.tulsadogs.com

AKC Trials

www.akc.org - This,

website has an “Events and Awards”
section that allows you to search for all
obedience, rally and agility trials in
whatever states you select.

- " UKC Trials
www.ukcdogs.com - Go to “Dog
Events”, then “Upcoming Events” and
$% 1& Io# ! you can search by month or by state for

upcoming trials.

Bitter Sweets

Sugar-free sweets are no treat for your dog.
Xylitol, a sugar-free sweetener commonly found in candy and gum, could quickly cause low blood
sugar, impaired muscle coordination, and seizures in dogs. Seek immediate medical attention if

you suspect your dog has ingested this substance. To avoid a trip to the vet, keep bags,
backpacks, and the other places you stash xylitol-sweetened treats out of reach.

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passinof our beloved Bruno
(Ch zareba's Bulawayian Bruno CGC HIC RN & Paw PalsMember).

We lost our big, handsome boy (much too soon)
to Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy

on Jan 30, 2008. He will always be our "Mr. Perfet.

Joe & Edna Shade



The History Of Modern Dog Training
By Adam C. Stone

From Yank & Jerk, To Spiritual Healing. Discoveryhog trainers have evolved from punishment orignte
‘controllers’ to well meaning 'naturalists'.

The topic. . . puppy training; what could be less ¢ ontroversial than the topic of training your puppy? | know: the
movement of a butterfly's wings. Oh, wait a minute, there are probably two entomologists fighting over that topic right now.

Puppy training is a vast topic that has had the world of puppy trainers feuding for years. Some trainers believe that
puppies are pack animals, descendants of wolves that need to be trained with a rigid adherence to pack social structure.

Famous trainers like Carole Lee Benjamin, Job Michael Evans and Caesar Milan use terms like "alpha”, "leader”, and
"domination”, to help puppy owners better control their puppies.

Then, on the other end of the spectrum we have equally famous trainers like lan Dunbar, Karen Prior and Jean Donaldson
who use a much more academic approach. Although these trainers respect the fact that puppies are social animals,
descendants of a now extinct variety of wolf, they do not hold the 'humans must dominate their dogs' views. Rather, they
focus on ways to motivate dogs with fun, food, and toys.

There are also a great many puppy trainers who share the 'anything goes' point of view. These trainers believe that all
dogs are different and therefore call for a vast number of training methods. On one hand these puppy trainers will advise
you to reward your dog with love and fun, but when that does not work they are quick to break out more hard-hitting dog
training devices such as shock and prong collars.

This brings us to the million dollar question. . .
Is There A Right Or Wrong Way To Train A Dog?

To some degree we all recognize that beauty isareye of the beholder. | just so happen to thiak Janet
Jackson is the most beautiful woman alive. One pbsst friends strongly disagrees and admiresaible of
any tattooed "babe" that he sees. | like smootlwbrskin; he likes barbells in the nose. Interesyingur views
on dogs are equally different. He likes dogs tbakllike his women. He owns a Rottweiler and a @agj. |
guess | also like dogs that look like my womemyvhaa Greyhound.

If we follow this topic further down the road, we soon discover that almost everything we have in our lives has to do with
what we have in our heads. We create our own reality by pulling together whatever dream bits we can afford to gather.
Your car, your home, your husband, and even your dog are reflections of you. Consider the breed that you purchased.
Why did you purchase it? Because you like the way it looks. Now consider the way it behaves? Why does it behave that
way? - because your belief systems, when imposed on a dog, create the caliber of canine behavior with which you are
living.

Our Dogs Mirror Our Own Beliefs

Jean Donaldson, a well-known dog trainer and author of The Culture Clash, writes in her book that she has never met a
dog that possesses a desire to please. Since she believes that she has never met such a dog, she resorts to training
methods that lure and reward dogs with food treats. She believes that the strongest motivation for most dogs is food, so it
follows that she goes to great pains to teach people how to use treats to modify canine behavior. Here again, because
she believes that dogs have little or no desire to please, she has not been in contact with a dog that wants to please her.
Her expectations create the reality that she experiences.

An acquaintance of mine owns a Borzoi that refuses to come when it is called. She believes that it is because her dog
loves to run and play and that he cannot help himself. Because she believes that the dog cannot help himself, it follows
that she will do little to alter the behavior. The end result: she owns a dog that will not respond when it is asked to "come”.

Another acquaintance of mine has an uncanny reputation for teaching even the most wayward dog to come when called.
When asked to reveal the secret to her success, she calmly explains, "I know that dogs can come when called, and so
they do." In her mind there is no excuse for a dog not responding to the word "come". Consequently, she continues to
work with a dog until she gets an end result that matches her belief system.



As Human Perceptions Evolve, Our Dogs Evolve As Wel .

The evolution of dog training has everything tovdth the evolution of human perception. One hundrears
ago most white people living in the U.S.A. coulddia perceive that black people had the same pialeas
whites. And in much the same way that perceptualuton creates commonality in people, it also ges the
gap between humans and animals.

Author Jeffrey Masson writes about the emotionaddiof animals in his best selling book When Elegpha
Weep. In this controversial book, Masson explohesperceptual evolution between people and anirkials.
argues that while scientists continue to denyahn@nals 'feel’ as humans do, a forever growing lmddy
research is pointing us to a great truth: animaléeél and they have rich emotional lives.

Identify Your Own Beliefs Before You Train Your Dog

Few dog-training authorities will ask you to identify your own perceptions and beliefs before you consider what training
method will work best for you. However, getting to know your own feelings on the subject may be the best thing you can
do for your puppy. It is a great mistake to believe that any single trainer is right or wrong. Most expert trainers can
rationalize their chosen methods with astonishing appeal. They can do this because when they try to validate their dog
training methods they are also validating their own perceptual level. The problem with adopting a training method before
you consider your own perceptions is that you may fall into a training style that does not match the stage of understanding
you are in. Should this become the case, you will begin to train your dog in a mechanical fashion, following instructions
without truly relating to them.

Dog and puppy training should be like music to your ears. When you hear a tune that you do not like, for whatever
reason, you turn it off and tune into something to which you can relate. Choosing a dog or puppy training program should
be the same. Surprisingly, a high percentage of dog owners do not listen to their inner voices and become involved with
dog training programs that do not jibe well with their innermost feelings.

Respected psychotherapist Cindy Stone writes about how she transformed an aggressive street mutt, Harry, into a
trustworthy companion dog in her best selling book The Incidental Guru. In this wonderful book Cindy details how her
perceptions of Harry were enhanced with the help of an eccentric dog trainer. What makes this book special is that Cindy
talks about the damaging effects of using training methods that did not fit her own personal and spiritual beliefs. It was
only when she discovered a training method that validated her own gentle views that she was able to almost completely
transform Harry from a biting dog, into a trustworthy pet.

Our experience working with dog and puppy owners has lead us to believe that there are four distinct areas of
development into which dog owners fit. We call each stage of development a 'mind set' because it can be difficult to
change your basic beliefs and adapt to training methods that are contrary to those beliefs.

Mindset One - The Controllers

This mindset is experienced by people who believe that dogs are outdoor pets who should only be kept so long as they
have a purposeful job. Although these people care very much for their dogs, their ability to love their animals is different
from their ability to love people. Controllers make no connection between dogs and children, and possess an uncanny
ability to divorce themselves from feelings of sympathy for dogs. This is not to suggest that controllers are inherently cruel;
they are not. They provide their dogs with food, shelter, water and companionship, but feel no need to spoil or indulge the
dog with any of these.

Controllers often have very well behaved dogs for two reasons: 1) their pets are never given the freedom to develop
behavior problems in the first place, and 2) when their dogs do develop problems they are quickly put to death and a new
dog is obtained.

Dog training practitioners in this mindset often resort to harsh physical discipline to discourage unwanted dog behavior.
They want their dogs to be obedient no matter what, and will not shy away from severe forms of physical punishment as a
means to achieve their goals.

The most popular Controller is William Koehler, well known for his "Koehler Method" of dog training. Koehler's training
methods were used by Walt Disney Studios for more than 20 years. Among the films his dogs appeared in were "The
Shaggy Dog," "Big Red," and "The Incredible Journey." Born in 1911 William Koehler was raised during a period in which
corporal punishment was a common aspect of life for children and dogs. He grew up to become a military man and father.
There can be no doubt that William trained his dogs with an iron fist, and during a time when few people had even heard
of dog obedience training, William was teaching dogs to be movie super stars.



Koehler's training methods evolved while working with military dogs. For William it was essential that he create a dog that
could perform in the most brutal circumstances, without fear, and with total loyalty to the handler. His focus was therefore
on precision obedience. He was a man who believed in the power of dogs, and often pushed dogs to the highest levels of
training. At the core of William's training philosophy there exists the notion that dogs are tough - so tough that they
possess the ability to recover from even the most severe forms of physical punishment without holding a grudge. And his
work with more than 25,000 dogs seemed to validate his philosophy.

With sales in excess of one million copies of his book, The Koehler Method Of Dog Training, the Koehler method of dog
training may be the most widely used method of dog training in the world. If you have ever seen anyone use a check
chain collar (also known as a "choke chain"), then you have seen the Koehler method in action.

The Koehler Effect

It could be suggested that William Koehler played an important role in transforming dogs from animals that live in back
yards to household pets. Albeit true that his training methods were sometimes harsh, he was one of the first dog trainers
to encourage people to have a relationship with their dogs. This relationship entailed taking your dog out for neighborhood
walks and allowing your dog to spend time inside the house. Common practices accepted today by most dog owners,
these were unheard of during the time that William was training dogs. He introduced us to basic things like leashes,
collars, and the importance of exercise. As a direct result of his work, billions of dogs, generation after generation, were
liberated from their back yards and given the opportunity to live as well-behaved companion animals.

The Koehler method of dog training is the backbone of the most basic dog and puppy training methods in use today. It is a
blend of firm discipline and lavish praise. William's work influenced such acclaimed trainers as Barbara Woodhouse, of
"walkies" fame (once voted England's favorite television personality), and probably contributed to many of the things that
you do with your dog today. Koehler's method is readily adopted by people in 'the controller' mindset because it gives
them the opportunity to take fast control of their dogs with the use of simple, yet firm, corrections.

Mindset Two - The Naturalist

Although William Koehler died of a heart attack in 1993 at the age of 82, he lived long enough to see his training methods
evolve into the next stage of popular dog training.

It is unclear what trainer first made the connection between the behavior of dogs and wolves, or why the connection was
ever made, but with the impetus to find a less coercive dog training method, dog trainers shifted their sights away from the
work of Koehler and onto the natural behavior of pack animals.

In the Naturalist mindset we find a group of people who possess a genuine affection for the outdoors. These individuals
are not so much concerned about the rigid control of their pets, but more in understanding the natural rhythms of canine
culture. These people look to nature for examples of natural dog training and attempt to mimic the behaviors of canine
teachers to shape their own pets.

The first of these trainers to win the public’s attention were The Monks of New Skete. The Monks of New Skete began in
1966 as a small group of monks who were originally members of the Byzantine-Rite Franciscans. The brothers sought to
live a more explicitly monastic life within the Eastern Christian tradition. To do this, they left the Franciscans and
established New Skete as a separate monastic community. There they developed a love for the breeding and training of
German Shepard Dogs and authored How to Be Your Dog’s Best Friend, a dog training book that won the hearts of dog
owners all around the world.

Dog training Naturalists are perhaps the most charismatic dog and puppy trainers alive. Their passion for dogs and
natural training methods often propels them into high profile positions as authors and public speakers, and they frequently
develop strong loyalties amongst their clients. They promote the idea that your dogs is a pack animal and as such is best
educated with training methods that mimic the way dogs teach each other.

This mindset was extremely popular in the early 1980s and is responsible for the way many people train their dogs and
puppies today. It is a mild evolution from the Controller mindset, and in some cases this evolution is only achieved so that
people can justify why they punish their dogs.

Seen at their best, people in Mindset Two are extremely fair dog owners and trainers. They adhere to a very simple
premise: like wolves, dogs are pack animals and as such they need clear leadership. This leadership is often manifested
by way of domination. People who fall into this mindset believe that their dogs should always walk behind them, that their
dogs should not be allowed on furniture, and that their pets must learn to become submissive members of the family.

This mindset works well for many people because it presents a ‘class’ system similar to that seen in human communities.
Some people feel better because they have more money and education; these are the people who control global



development and popular political view. Some people feel downtrodden and 'poor’' because they have no money and little
education. This class hierarchy promotes people who feel like leaders and creates followers out of those who feel they
need leadership. It makes sense then that people in general feel comfortable with a system of dog training that creates a
similar hierarchy: leaders and followers, dominant and submissive, alphas and betas.

Perhaps the most well know naturalist practitioner is The Dog Whisperer, Ceasar Millan. Also in this category we find
respected trainers like Carole Lee Benjamin and Jan Fennel. Although these three trainers do not use the same dog or
puppy training methods, they all share the belief that dogs are pack animals and are best trained using natural training
methods.

The Naturalist Effect

Within the dog training community there exists a tremendous degree of controversy surrounding the idea that dogs are
pack animals and should be dominated. In the early eighties, thousands of puppy owners were instructed to "Alpha Roll"
their puppies. Internet writer, Krista Mifflin, writes about the Alpha Roll saying, "The Alpha Roll, once hailed as the premier
way to prove to your dog who's "Alpha" (Boss) in the family, has been replaced by a gentler, more successful way of
training. Now the Alpha Roll, besides being obsolete, has proven to be detrimental to the health and mental well-being of
your dog, as well as downright dangerous to the "Roller". Whether or not this method has been "proven" to harm dogs is
guestionable. Still, the basis on which this method was developed is greatly flawed.

The Alpha Roll was used by people who wanted to act like dogs. The belief was that a dominant dog will roll more
submissive dogs on their backs as a way to manifest its authority and leadership. However, later research showed that it
is not the dominant dog that does the 'rolling’, rather, it is the submissive dog that willingly rolls over as a sign of respect.
When a dog or puppy is forcefully rolled over onto its back (Alpha Roll) it can cause the dog to panic and learn to distrust
its owner.

These kinds of egregious training mistakes have delivered a great blow to trainers who fall into the Naturalist mindset.
While there may be great merit in understanding dogs as pack animals with a special culture of their own, this merit
becomes weak and even dangerous when trainers fail to interpret dog behavior correctly.

Notwithstanding the few mistakes that have been made by trainers in the Naturalist mindset, overall this group of trainers
has introduced the world to a multitude of teaching methods that are extremely effective and humane.

Due to length this article will be continued in the next Paw Prints. If you would like the entire arti  cle email me.
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